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The Center for Independence renovations
allow for new opportunities and programs

C

reating a piece of artwork, taking a Zumba
class or learning how to type a letter to friends
are some of the many ways the people of
Avenues can now spend their days at the Center for
Independence. With the completed renovations they
will have more opportunities to learn new skills and
challenge themselves in new and exciting ways.

“This space is beautiful, it’s inviting.
It makes people want to be here and
they will enjoy being here.”
Cathy Kerr- Vice President of Programs
The plans have been in the works for the renovation
for more than three years and after a lot of hard work
by the staff and the Board of Directors, Avenues can
now use the new space. The hard work has paid off
and we are expanding our programs.
An updated computer learning center is equipped
with new adaptive technology. There will be
opportunities to learn about internet safety, using
email and social media, and navigating the web.

The Creative Avenues art program has an updated
space that was designed for artists to work on
projects with new paint and art supplies.
For more than 40 years Avenues has wanted to
provide an opportunity for people to work and earn a
paycheck. Avenues will continue to have contracted
packaging and assembly jobs and better allocated
space for that to be possible.
Program participants will also have the ability to learn
basic cooking skills in the renovated kitchen in hopes
that they can take these skills home and cook meals
for themselves and their roommates. New rooms and
spaces will allow for groups of program participants to
read, work on puzzles or enjoy a hobby of their own.
There is a music room where budding musicians can
explore and create music on different instruments
and learn music appreciation. There is a new theater
that is used to show movies, provide a training space
for clients and staff as well as families and members
of the community. Additionally, there are spaces

There is a new fitness and recreation area with
exercise equipment and a walking track. There will be
Zumba and yoga classes and a movement and exercise
program to encourage healthy lifestyles.

Casey uses educational blocks to build new skills.

Tabatha enjoys walking on the treadmill and is excited for other
opportunities in the recreation area. “I am excited to do Zumba”
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Cassie enjoys browsing on Pinterest and
Instagram in the new computer lab.

for program participants to relax
and socialize with their friends.
The commons area walls are filled
with art created by the program
participants and a large mural shows
the friendly faces of the people of
Avenues.
These renovations would not have
been possible without the help of
Avenues Board members, generous
donors and the hard work of the
staff. As Avenues looks to the
future we now have a space to
provide current and future program
participants a better environment to
learn and grow.
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Investing in Avenues’ Future

F

or decades, in a quiet and
meaningful way, the Sasser
family’s philanthropy has
made a difference at Avenues to
Independence. It all began with Doris
and Robert Sasser in the late 1950’s,
and it continues today with the next
two generations of Sassers who
provide leadership, resources and
care and concern for the people of
Avenues to Independence.

Robert and Doris Sasser

In 1991, Avenues’ received a
transformational gift from the estate
of Robert Sasser, and later another

organization-changing bequest from
Doris’ Sasser’s estate. The family’s
commitment has inspired others, and
today the Sasser Society includes
dedicated individuals who have
made a provision for Avenues in their
estate plans.
To find out more information on
how you can invest in the future of
Avenues please contact Vice President
of Development Michele Shoolin at
847-292-0870 ext 1116 or by email at
shoolin@avenuestoindependence.org.

Foundation Gifts
Avenues is thankful for the generous grants we have received since
our last publication.
Employment Programs

Butler Family Foundation
Jewel/Osco (Albertson Foundation)
Edmond and Alice Opler Foundation

Center for Independence

Sasser Family Foundation
Wohlers Family Foundation
Laughing Acres Family Foundation

Fitness programs

Fred J. Brunner Foundation

Assistive Technology & Equipment
Illinois Department of Human Services

Program support

Adaptive Equipment

George M. Eisenberg Foundation for
Charities

Job Placement Program

Daniel F. & Ada L. Rice Foundation

The Louis and Harold Price Foundation

Nursing Services

Richard A. Perritt Charitable Foundation
Walter & Caroline Sueske Charitable Trust
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Avenues hits a Hole in One at the 31st
Annual Avenues/Gorman Classic

A

lthough no one actually hit a hole in one,
it was still a beautiful day to be out on the
course and courts at the 31st Annual Avenues/
Gorman Classic held at the Park Ridge Country Club.
On July 22 Avenues held the Annual event with more
than 112 golfers and the 21 tennis and paddle ball
participants. During the evenings’ program Steve
Wilson, previous Event Chair, was honored for all
of his hard work and dedication to Avenues. It was
a successful event raising nearly $215,000 to help
support the people Avenues.
Avenues Board President Jerry Feldman introduced
Jenny and Stephanie, two Avenues program
participants. “I am excited to work out and I can’t
wait to get healthy.” Stephanie told guests during the
paddle raise which raised $88,000 to help support
improvements to the health and fitness programs at
the Center for Independence.

Event Chair Tim Perry with
Brian, volunteer and Avenues
program participant.

Mark Dow with previous Chair
Steve Wilson who has chaired
the committee for nearly a decade.

There were many great raffle prizes guests had the
opportunity to win. Thank you to all of the evening’s
sponsors and donors and thank you to Event Chair
Tim Perry and his committee for all of their efforts in
making this a great event.

Geroge and Bill, longtime Avenues residents, have volunteered
for nearly all of the Golf Classics.

,
Lewis and Linnea Calabrese
ily
fam
rese
lab
represent the Ca
who were Presenting Sponsors
at this year’s event.

Longtime Avenues supp
orters and
members of the Gorm
an Family.
Peter Bjelopetrovich, M
ark
Thalman, Ron Bjelope
trovich and
Danny Bjelopetrovich.

Avenues program participants Jenny (left) and Stephanie, share
their enthusiasm with Avenues Board President Jerry Feldman

We Thank Our Sponsors
Presenting Sponsor
The Calabrese Family
Dinner Sponsor
Dale Kendrick/Barnaby’s
Tennis Tournament
Sponsor
Barb and Len Bunge
Paddle Tournament
Sponsor
Jennifer and Kevin Gallery
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Cocktail Reception
Sponsor
Chris and Steve Wilson/
Wilson Dow

Raffle Sponsors
Mike Bruni/Western Golf
Association
Dale Kendrick/Barnaby’s
Bernard Deir/Midwest
Business Consulting
Caddy Sponsor
HUB International
Lunch Sponsor
Linda and Curt Rodin
Halfway House Sponsor
Lorie and Al Bartel
Putting Green Sponsor
Patt and Dick Spatafora

Invitation Sponsor
Peg and Ron
Bjelopetrovich/
Dreamworks Graphic
Communications LLC
Driving Range Sponsor
Dale Kendrick/Barnaby’s
Brad Metzger/Cresa
Arnold Palmer Spot
Sponsor
Molly and Tim Dietlin
Beverage Cart Sponsor
Jamie and Tom
Zimmermann

Hole in One Sponsor
Alora and Leo Foley
Paddle Court Sponsors
Linda and Kevin Buggy
Sean McCarthy/World
Wide Fittings, Inc.
Rae Ann and Bob VanPelt
Hole Sponsors
Anonymous
George Domutz; Joe
Kuntz/Bornquist, Inc.
Beth and John DiMeo/
DiMeo Brothers
Sue and Jerry Feldman
Sally and Joe Keenan

Erin and Sean McGuire
Mary and Paul J. Neustadt
/Neuco, Inc.
Porter Pipe & Supply
Brigid and Jim Stonebridge
Swingin It/Jenny and Tim
Perry
Cathy and Steve Wind

Avenues Tea & Fashion Show models strut
the runway to success

A

venues to Independence 8th Annual Beyond the
Runway Tea & Fashion was an afternoon filled
with fashion, fun and featured more male models
than in years past. The show was held on Sunday
September 15 at the Chicago/ Northbrook Hilton Hotel
and raised more than $28,000. Proceeds from the event
will help support the AveVenture Employment Program
at the Avenues Thrift Shoppe.
Guests enjoyed shopping in “The Boutique” where
they could purchase handmade items that were
created by program participants of the AveVenture
program. All items available for purchase had been
generously donated to the Avenues Thrift Shoppe.

The fashion show featured models that wore items
that were donated to the Thrift Shoppe and were
available for purchase after the show. Guests enjoyed
afternoon tea and sandwiches, browsed raffle prizes
and bid on silent auction items.
Thank you to the Fashion Show Committee, sponsors,
donors and especially the models for making this a
fun day for the Avenues program participants and the
friends and supporters of Avenues.
To view more pictures from the Beyond the Runway
Tea & Fashion Show please visit the Avenues photo
gallery at https://avenuestoindependence.org/gallery/
Album.cfm?ID=1183

All of the models take one final pose for the
cameras to show off their fashions.

Jill Smith browses “The Boutique” for
handmaid gifts and household decorations.

Fashion show committee members Mary Johnson and Mary
Grimes with guest and volunteer Janet Starr (right)

Thrift Shoppe employee Adam not only
models for the show but creates art that he
sells at “The Boutique”

Lenore, model and Avenues Thrift Shoppe
employee, shows off the items she sells at
the Shoppe.

We Thank Our Sponsors
Art Therapy Sponsors

Transportation Sponsors

Craft Material Sponsors

The Chicago Burger CompanyDanka and Tom Tasiopolous
Rita Barth
Jean Meilinger and John Schneider

Steven Godek- GPM.Mfg., Inc.
Jacki and Shelly Kimel

Terri Kaisling
Patricia Maroney-Kogut
Mary and Mike Prindiville
Jolene Wise and Steve Silverman
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Avenues uncorks
another successful
event at the 15th
Annual Spotlight
on Wine

A

venues to Independence celebrated the 15th Annual
Spotlight on Wine on Thursday October 24 at the
Harold Washington Library Winter Garden. There
were more than 250 people in attendance including guests,
sponsors, Avenues program participants and volunteers.
Wine for the evening’s event was generously donated by
Jim Cosma of Atlas Imports and the food was once again
provided by Hel’s Kitchen featuring food stations inspired
by Mad Men, Asian fusion and Mexican street food.

We Thank Our Wine Sponsors
Grand Premier Cru Level
Kara & Jason Allcox
Premier Cru Level
Atlas Imports
Amy Bergren
BMO Harris Bank
Fifth Third Bank
Anna C. Gamble Foundation
Alison Whittington &
Collin Sasser
Wintrust
Reserve Level
Cindy & Pete Allcox
Rebecca & Paul Carlisle
Dreamworks Graphic
Communications–
Peggy & Ron Bjelopetrovich
Lynn & Bob Goldschmidt
Nan Weiss-Ham & Eldon Ham
Hochberg Family Foundation
Susan & Mark Matejka
Carol & John McKinnon
Diana & Fernando Olivo

Reserve Level (continued)
Pricewaterhouse Coopers
Sasser Family Companies
Sommelier Level
Fidelity National Title & Trust
Jolene Wise & Steve
Silverman
Old Vine Level
Michelle & Steven
Cucchiaro
Andrea & Joe Goodkin
Catherine & Tom Koch
Sheri & Brian Stewart
Vin de Table Level
Lauren & Joe Barron
Beth & Joe Bertoni
Molly & Matt Blohm
Sheila & Marc Blumenthal
Joyce & Fred Marcus
Peritius Consulting
Julie & Christian Streu
Sue & Timothy Tanko
Weiss Entities, LLC.

The event raised nearly $67,000 and the proceeds will
support programs at the Center for Independence which
includes employment training, movement and exercise
programs, computer training, and music and art.
Artwork created by the Creative Avenues program
participants was available to bid on and coasters with
artwork were available to purchase. Funds from art sales will
benefit the artists as well as the Creative Avenues program.
Thank you to Event Chair Kara Allcox and Co-chair Joe
Bertoni for all of their hard work and thank you to the
Avenues Chicago Partnership Board, for helping to make
this event such a success. Also, thank you to the sponsors
and volunteers and to the businesses who donated items to
the raffle and silent auction. This event could not have been
possible without their help.

Members of the Avenues Chicago Partnership Board

To view more pictures from the Spotlight on Wine please
visit the Avenues photo gallery please go to https://
avenuestoindependence.org/gallery/Album.cfm?ID=1187

Avenues artist Denise (left) with Katrina Housholder who
was the top bidder for Denise’s ‘Happy Hour’

Spotlight on Wine chair Kara
Allcox with Jim Cosma of Atlas
Imports who generously donated
the wine for the event.
6

Lucky winner Ryan Ferris and
Chicago Partnership Board
member Amanda Scott.

Spotlight on Wine co-chair Joe Bertoni (seco
nd from right)
with fellow Chicago Partnership Board mem
ber Matt
Blohm and their wives Molly Blohm and Beth
Bertoni.
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Thanksgiving feast

	Kathy enjoys the Thanksgiving feast complete with
pumpkin pie at the Center for Independence. The
annual tradition organized by the Avenues staff was
the first one at the new Center for Independence.
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Boo-B-Q

	Ellen and the Avenues program participants
enjoyed their first party in the newly renovated
Center for Independence. The Boo-B-Q, hosted
by the Avenues Suburban Board, was a great
opportunity to see all the changes at the Center,
play games and eat burgers with friends.
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13th Annual PepsiCo Enable Picnic

	Doreen, Avenues resident, shows off her prize at
the 13th Annual PepsiCo Enable Picnic. PepsiCo
Enable Team employees provide an afternoon full
of fun for Avenues residents at their homes in Park
Ridge. They played BINGO for prizes, made crafts,
and spent time with therapy dogs.
4
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	Avenues Thrift Shoppe

	Nora, (far left) an employee at the Avenues Thrift
Shoppe, helps collect coats generously donated
during a coat drive organized by Riley Construction.
Laura Velasco and Eduardo Barboza of Riley
Construction with Avenues staff member Phyllicia
Davis (far right).
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BBQ Competition

	Team Smokin’ Avenues members Bob Acker,
Avenues Board President Jerry Feldman, Bill Kusack
and Steve Hands competed for a second year in a
row at the Vine St. BBQ Competition against 40
teams to raise $28,000 to benefit local charities
including Avenues.
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Church Annual Cookout

	The First United Methodist Church of Park Ridge
hosted their annual cookout and celebration for
Avenues program participants including Connie,
shown with volunteer George Shewfelt. Avenues
began in the basement of the church in 1953 and
the partnership has continued through the years.
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Teach-a-Thon

	Dance Instructor Rafael from the Fred Astaire
Dance Studio in Park Ridge with Avenues resident
Jenny. The dance studio raised $5,684 during a
“Teach-a-Thon” to benefit Avenues.
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	Blackhawk Hockey Game

	Avenues residents and huge Blackhawks fans Jim,
George and Bill attended a game this December
with Park Ridge Mayor Marty Maloney (top left),
Avenues Board member Matt Coyne and his wife
Cheryl, a long time friend of Avenues.
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