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A Message from the President/CEO
Dear Colleagues, Board Members, Participants, Families and Friends,
At the Avenues Love Affair in February, I made the first public
announcement of my plans to retire later this year as the President &
CEO of Avenues to Independence. Shortly thereafter, the COVID-19
crisis came upon us and the timing was postponed to ensure that all
would be well at Avenues.
Unfortunately, COVID-19 is still with us. Fortunately, the confusion of
those early days is now gone. I can assure you that Avenues is better
prepared and well-equipped to ensure the health, safety and well-being
of our folks with disabilities. Accordingly, the Avenues to
Independence Board of Directors has resumed its full-scale search to
identify my successor.
To accomplish this, the board has retained Kittleman & Associates. They are the nation’s first retained
executive search firm to focus exclusively on searches for nonprofit organizations, with more than 95
percent of their searches conducted at the President & CEO level.
I am forwarding to you the announcement of this search, and I ask you to please reach out to Michelle
Saddler, Principal Consultant at Kittleman, to share your thoughts regarding any potential applicants for
the position, or to express interest yourself. Michelle can be reached
at msaddler@kittlemansearch.com. For your information, Michelle had previously been the Secretary of
the Illinois Department of Human Services. I and many of the Avenues staff had the privilege of working
with her as she oversaw all of the state-funded services provided by us. Michelle has a definite
understanding of the importance of Avenues and the impact that we have on the lives of individuals with
intellectual and developmental disabilities.
A more complete Position Guide is available through links below. My expected retirement date depends
on many factors and is currently set for later in the 4th quarter of 2020.
Over the next few months, you will be hearing from me regarding my 43 years here at Avenues. Please
know, that while I will be retiring as CEO, I definitely will not be retiring from all that we do at Avenues.
Thank you for your attention and consideration, and thank you always for your commitment to Avenues to
Independence and the people we serve.
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Avenues staff, residents and program participants like
the rest of the world have been dealing with the effects
of COVID-19. So many people stepped up and were
prepared to go above and beyond to ensure the safety
and care of the clients.
In March, Residential Manager Linda Smith, (shown left
with Lenore) and several clients and staff members
tested positive for COVID-19 at Herbst Family House in
Park Ridge. Linda made the difficult and selfless
decision to quarantine herself with the residents 24 /7 so
that no other staff or residents would be but at risk. We
have had no other cases in our homes and although
residents continue to shelter in their homes, safe
outings and socially distant family visits are in the
works. The residents continue to find ways to keep
busy. The housemates at Kendrick House (shown left)
have baked cookies, done art projects and even planted
a garden in their yard.
Since the closing of the Center for Independence in March, the staff has stepped in to help out. Some
have been helping in the homes or helping to complete job contracts like our packaging job for Turtle
Wax. Our leadership team is putting new policies and procedures into place ensuring the safety of staff
and program participants. We are in full compliance with the rules and regulations set by the state of
Illinois and are hoping to make a return this Fall under those mandates.
The timing couldn’t have been more perfect when Joni Kraft, Admissions Director at Avenues, and
Stephen Kray, Residential Director, applied for a grant from IDHS this past Fall. They received the grant
and were able to implement new technologies just in time for COVID-19. These new technologies have
allowed individuals to feel like they are part of the community around them despite having to shelter in
place. Residents use it to play games, listen to music, explore new hobbies and keep in touch with family
and friends.
Avenues is fortunate to have dedicated and
inspiring donors who always go above and
beyond. Their generosity helps to ensure the best
possible future for Avenues clients. Since April,
Avenues has received nearly $200,000 to help
assist with COVID-19 relief. During the Giving
Tuesday Now campaign The Coleman Foundation
provided Avenues with a matching grant of
$25,000 additionally awarding Avenues with a
COVID-19 relief grant of $50,000 to be used to
support our programs.
We are thankful to everyone who continues to
support Avenues. It helps to create hope and calm
during some of the most challenging times in our
history

Avenues is fortunate to have been able to
celebrate the 2020 Love Affair in February which
raised more than half a million dollars to help
support Avenues. The 32nd Annual Love AffairSweet Home Chicago: Sweet Home Avenues
celebrated The Windy City with a Green Mill
inspired lounge and jazz band.
Long time Board members Peg O’Herron and
Jacki Kimel were presented the Jane & Albert
Wohlers Visionary Award to honor their two
decades of devotion to the clients and staff at
Avenues.

Theresa plays games and connects with family
and and friends on their new tablets.

It was announced at the event that in honor of
Avenues President/ CEO, Bob Okazaki, the
organization established the Okazaki Residential
Fund. A portion of the proceeds from the Love
Affair will benefit the fund and help continue to
provide safe and welcoming Avenues homes and
support residential clients experiencing economic
hardships.

From left: Peg O'Herron, Nancy Malik, daughter of
Jane and Albert Wohlers, Jacki Kimel and Bob
Okazaki.

The event Co-Chairs Linda Buggy and Suzette
Roppel (shown left) were grateful to their
committee, and the many donors and guests that
ensured the success of the event. They
acknowledged, “These are challenging times for
everyone especially those with developmental
disabilities and knowing the funds we raised will be
available to help the Avenues clients makes us
very grateful to everyone who contributed to the
event.“
To view more pictures of the Love Affair please
visit the photo gallery by clicking here.

Thanks to generous donations
from the community Matt and
Tabatha were able to work on art
projects at Sasser Family House.

Connie enjoys ice cream that
was donated to Herbst Family
House and Sasser Family house
by the Ahlbeck family.

Jeff kept himself busy by doing
fun projects at Kendrick House.
He baked cookies, started a
garden and even tie-dyed shirts.

In 2019 Residential Director, Floyd Kortenhof
announced he would retire from Avenues at
the end of the year after working with the
organization for more than 40 years.
It is unique to find an individual who will
dedicate their entire career to one
organization. Floyd started at Avenues as a
training counselor/ Direct Support Professional.
“It’s been an honor and a privilege to work with
Floyd for 40 years. Floyd in so many ways has
been a father figure, a male role model for our
clients and our staff. He’s always gone above
and beyond and as a Bishop he even marries
our staff, performs baptisms and performs the
funerals for our clients and staff. It has really
been a joy to have known him and to work with
him.” Cathy Kerr, VP of Programs.
Though he is moving on he will continue to be
part of the Avenues family by being a member
of the Love Affair committee as well as the
Sasser Society. He has shared his knowledge
and skills to help secure the next generation of
staff that will guide Avenues into the future.
Top- Floyd with Daniel, long-time resident at
Herbst House. Bottom- Floyd (second from
right) with his husband Greg Kintzle and
Bob and Cathy Kerr.

The Sasser Society is a group of Avenues supporters
who have provided a future commitment in their will, trust
or estate plan. It all began with the philanthropy of Doris
and Robert Sasser in the 1960s. Now there are more
than 90 members and more than $3.5 million in planned
giving.
Although we were unable to hold the Annual Sasser
Society member dinner this past Spring we would like to
welcome and recognize our newest members: Patricia
Grimes, Larry Kearns, Arlene & the late Nevin Kryder ,
Jill Liska & Michael Palet, John Mahal, Sara & John

McKitrick, and Cindy & Jeff Walsh (shown left).
This March, Avenues received a transformational
bequest from the estate of Lester and Evelyn Anderson,
longtime Sasser Society members. This investment was
received after more than six decades of a long-standing,
philanthropic relationship between Avenues and the
Anderson Family. This bequest will provide a special
fund for Avenues’ residents in need of additional
support. The bequest is also made in honor of the
Anderson’s, long-time friends of the late William and
Mildred Powell, and their daughter Mary Grace (shown
left), a participant in Avenues programs.
The generosity and far sighted planning of these
individuals will ensure independence and dignity in our
community for Avenues program participants now and in
the future.

Board of Directors Inducted
There were many changes at the Board of Directors July meeting which started fiscal year 2021. Avenues
Board members and staff send a sincere thank you to Jerry Feldman for his time as Avenues Board
Chair. Jerry has been Board Chair since 2017 but he has been a part of the Avenues family for more than
two decades. He was a founding member of the Chicago Partnership Board and has served on the
Development Committee and Golf Classic Committee. He has special bonds with many Avenues
program participants and has formed friendships with staff and clients that will last a lifetime.
Jolene M. Wise will be the new Board Chair. She has been a member of the Chicago Partnership Board
for more than a decade and is a past Chair of that group. She also has also participated and served as
Chair of the Love Affair and Beyond the Runway Fashion Show.
New members of the Governing Board include Molly Dietlin and Sue Feldman. Molly has served on
several committees including the Avenues/ Gorman Golf, Tennis and Paddle Classic and served as
Event Chair for the 2018 Love Affair. Sue has been a long-time volunteer and has served as the Chair for
the Suburban Board for more than 7 years.
Diana Olivo is currently the chair of the Chicago Partnership Board. She will be transitioning to the
Governing Board in January.

Sue and Jerry Feldman

Molly Dietlin

Jolene M. Wise and husband

Steve Silverman

Upcoming Events
Virtual Fashion Show- August 21
Avenues/ Gorman Golf Classic - September 21
Virtual Spotlight on Wine - October 22
Corrections for the Impact Report
$100-$499 Donation
Simon & Margaret O'Donnell

You can make
a difference today
Contribute

Follow us on social media!






