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Avenues program
participants celebrate a
championship year
Allan, Louis, George, Jim and Bill would say they
have been having the best year of their lives
and like true champions they have been on a
winning streak.
The five men, who live at the Amundsen
Family House in Park Ridge, have been
friends and housemates for more than 20
years. One thing that has always brought
them together is the love of sports, especially
the Chicago Blackhawks.

Bill, Jim, Louis, John McDonough, George and Allan meet at the United Center in the Fall of 2017.

Chicago Tonight journalist, Jay Shefsky, became
aware of Avenues thanks to Avenues friend
and WTTW Trustee Marv Goldsmith. Jay and his
crew came out to the home in Park Ridge and
learned about how the men became a part of
the community and a fixture on their block.
Jay began the story of how Bill Rogers, known
by most of Park Ridge by his friendly demeanor
at his job of 25 years at Jewel, came to meet
Laura and Glen Amundsen.

Glen Amundsen and Bill at the Amundsen Family
House in Park Ridge.

WTTW helps turn local celebrities
into stars
This friendship has helped turn them into local
celebrities as they were recently featured on
Blackhawks TV and a segment for WTTW’s
Chicago Tonight. The segment aired in January
and in the time since has been viewed nearly
1.5 million times and has gotten more than
26,000 likes on the WTTW’s Chicago Tonight
facebook page. It has been the most viewed
segment in the show’s history.

Glen and Bill became quick friends after bonding
over coffee and sports and would meet 3-4 times
a week for 2 decades.

Page 2

The segment also shared how people in the
neighborhood weren’t always on board with
having a home like Avenues’ Amundsen Family
House on their block. With the kindness and
approachability of the men the neighbors have
grown to love the men on their street.
The show spoke about how independence is so
important to the people that Avenues’ serves.
The home is one of the only owned by
Avenues where there is not a staff person
on-site 24 hours a day which allows the men
to be more independent. These men embody
what Avenues to Independence stands for and
they continue to put aside old ideas about
what is possible.

That past Fall the five men headed to a game
with long-time Avenues supporters Glen and
Laura Amundsen and Matt and Cheryl Coyne.
Louis, as promised, let John McDonough know
that he was attending and midway through
the game a familiar face came up to shake
hands with Louis and his friends, it was John
McDonough. The men were ecstatic!
After the game Louis kept in touch with John
and in February, John along with his two sons
Ryan and Michael and son-in-law Pete Garlock,
joined Louis and Avenues CEO Bob Okazaki at
the Wohler’s Center in Park Ridge to learn more
about Avenues. They then went on a tour of
the men’s home, where they were having a
celebration for Allan and Jim’s birthdays.
The men attended another game in February of
this year and they received the full red carpet
treatment including a tour of the Blackhawks
locker room and seats in a private box.
To view these and other videos please visit the
Avenues media gallery at:
http://avenuestoindependence.org/Gallery

Blackhawks give the star treatment
to longtime fans
This continued to be a championship year
for the 5 all-stars thanks to a chance meeting
in July 2017. Louis saw a familiar face when
walking in Hodges Park in Park Ridge, it was
John McDonough President of the Stanley
Cup Champions Chicago Blackhawks. They
talked about the team, shared stats and
Louis told him all about his housemates from
Avenues. Before leaving Mr. McDonough
handed Louis his business card and told him
to let him know the next time he would be
going to a Blackhawks game.

Louis and John continue to be friends even sharing the
stage at this year’s Avenues Annual Dinner.

Dreaming big for 65 years!

Every big dream must begin with a great dreamer
Each centerpiece at this year’s Annual Dinner featured a program
participant of Avenues and their dream. No dream is too big for the people
of Avenues and those who support them. Cassie, Charlie, David, Connie
and Ellen have fulfilled their dreams and are choosing their paths to help
themselves reach those dreams every day.

The dreams of the program participants are personal and meaningful
and vary from person to person. The dreams can be helping out in the
community, learning new skills or working hard to be able to enjoy
something special for themselves. These dreams are extraordinary when
you see them happening in the lives of people who face greater challenges.

Connie and Ellen always dreamed of being able to travel. With the help of
Avenues staff, they made that dream a reality. They budgeted their income and
saved for a trip to Florida.

Cassie enjoys spending time in the Computer Center in Wheeling as well as taking
courses at local colleges. She takes every opportunity to learn and grow so she can one
day fulfill her dream of working in an office.

Charlie always dreamed of going on Mission Trips to help repair and rebuild
homes with the Park Ridge Community Church. He has saved for the last three
years and has traveled to Montana and South Carolina. This summer he will
be traveling to Tennessee.

David, aka, The Fastest Knitting Machine, knits 300 scarves every year for kids at
a local elementary school. He is really proud of his good deed and says he is doing
something important by helping keep the children warm.
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From our Executive Director

Success because of the support of our community
Throughout the entire 2018 year, Avenues
has and will be celebrating the 65th
anniversary of our services for individuals
with disabilities. Starting as a school known
as the Park Ridge Aid for Retarded Children,
today, we are responsible for the wellbeing of
200 individuals who receive our support in a
wide variety of residential, day, employment
and home-based support services.
In 1953, there were no government funds,
foundations or other systems to provide
regular financial support for an organization
like ours. We relied upon the generosity of
family, friends and neighbors to provide for
staff, house our school and pay for
classroom materials.
One example of our early support came
from a group known as the Park Ridge
Chambermaids. This group was
comprised of wives of members of the
Park Ridge Junior Chamber of Commerce.
In 1955, the Chambermaids played a
crucial role in the success of a toddling
Avenues to Independence.
During the Chambermaids charter year, they
organized the “500 Club” to benefit our Park
Ridge Aid for Retarded Children. Their goal
was to raise one dollar per month from
500 people to benefit our growing special
education school. The success of the
Chambermaids and their 500 Club enabled
us to survive the financial frailties inherent in
any new organization’s early years. As a result
of their philanthropy we expanded and in
1957, became the Northwest Suburban Aid
for the Retarded (NSAR).
During the 1960’s, the Chambermaids
became the Jaycee Women and in 1984, the
Park Ridge Community Women. From their
beginnings as an organization known for
being the spouses of business people in Park
Ridge, these ladies now stood on their own
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as a premiere social and philanthropic force,
supporting scores of important causes and
civic projects throughout Park Ridge and the
Chicagoland area.
In 1997, NSAR became Avenues to
Independence. During the 1970’s and 80’s,
government funding was available and
pushed our budget close to two million
dollars. Public education for children with
disabilities was becoming the norm and
Avenues was fully engaged in expanding
our residential, day and employment
support services.
Seventy percent of our funding was from
the state; the Park Ridge Community
Women and many other individuals,
businesses and civic groups helped to make
up what government was not paying for.
Two workcenter programs, our eight unit
apartment building known as Herbst House
and all of our group homes were 100%
supported by the community.
The 1990‘s proved to be the high-water mark
in government funding for Avenues and
other social programs. Shortly thereafter,
Illinois began its precipitous decline in real
dollar funding of disability services. Today,
our state ranks 44th nationally in its fiscal
effort funding of community programs. The
Avenues’ budget is now at five million dollars
per year. Of that $5 million, only 51% comes
from the state. The other 49% comes from
you and many others who have come to
embrace the folks who we support.
During our 65 years of service, we have
always looked to you and the community
to make a difference. You helped to make
up the difference and pushed us to be good
stewards of the resources that you provided
to Avenues. We expanded at a pace that
could be financially managed in the event
of a rainy day.

Robert Okazaki

Illinois is now in the midst of a huge financial
storm. Some question the future financial
viability of our state; the financial forecast for
Illinois does not look very promising.
Regardless of whether or not government
will be able to fulfill its obligation to people
in need, Avenues will be here to do so.
The well-being of individuals with autism,
cerebral palsy, Down Syndrome and other
intellectual, physical and developmental
disabilities requires us to be here each
and every day.
For 65 years, you, the Park Ridge Community
Women and many others have helped to
make a difference. I have no doubts that you
all will also be here to make a difference for
the next 65 years and beyond.
Thank you.

Avenues is thankful for the
generous grants received
since our last publication.
Pert Foundation
Program support

Henrietta Lange Burk Fund
Nursing services

Wohler’s Family Foundation
Wheeling Independence Center
Renovation

Sueske Charitable Trust
Nursing services

Avenues is honored for 65 years in the community

Mayor Maloney presented Executive Director Robert Okazaki and a group of Avenues, staff members, supporters and
program participants with the proclamation.

This year Avenues to Independence is celebrating
the 65th year of helping individuals with
developmental disabilities live, work and become
part of the communities in which they live.
That celebration is clearly visible in Park Ridge,
the place where the story of Avenues started.
Currently Avenues banners are lining Main Street
in Uptown Park Ridge. They are sharing the
street with some historic buildings in Park Ridge
including the Pick Wick Theater. To the right on
this page are the two different banners along
Main Street.
This Spring Avenues was honored for the 65 years
of service to the community by both the City of
Park Ridge and the State of Illinois.
In May, a proclamation was read by Park Ridge
Mayor Marty Maloney in honor of the Avenues to
Independence 65th anniversary year.

Board Chair Jerry Feldman and Executive Director Robert
Okazaki (Top Row) share the proclamation honors with
Avenues Park Ridge residents Bill, Jim and Cheryl.

An Avenues banner is seen sharing the street with the
historical Pick Wick Theater in Park Ridge.

The next day a proclamation was read at the
state capital in Springfield. Robert Okazaki was
honored to receive the proclamation by Senator
Laura Murphy of the 28th district.

Robert Okazaki with Senator Laura Murphy in Springfield.
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Love Affair

Glitz and glam at the Gatsby Gala raises record-breaking $432,635
Ladies donned their flapper dresses and feathered hairpieces and men
looked dapper in their roaring 1920’s suits for the Gatsby Gala.
The 30th Annual Love Affair kicked off the year-long celebration of the
65th anniversary in true Gatsby form. The event was held on Saturday,
February 24 at the Loews Chicago O’Hare in Rosemont. More than 360
guests helped to raise a record- breaking $432,635. During the paddle
raise, auctioneer and emcee Mike Bruni, invited guests to raise their
paddle for Avenues. An anonymous donor offered to match the amount
raised by the paddle raise dollar for dollar which made a very significant
contribution to the evenings proceeds.
Guests sipped their Old Fashioned cocktails and Bourbon in the
speakeasy while bidding on some silent auction and raffle prizes.
Proceeds from the 2018 Love Affair will help to fund the renovation of
our day programming at the Wheeling Center.
Thank you to Love Affair Committee Chairs Molly Dietlin and Cindy Walsh
for all of their hard work in making this event such a great success. Thank
you to the sponsors, donors and volunteers helping to make this the
most successful Love Affair to date!

Molly Dietlin, Love Affair committee chair, honored Ann Marie for her 40 years of
dedication to Avenues and 30 years of Love Affair.

To view more pictures of the vent please visit the Avenues media Gallery
at: http://avenuestoindependence.org/gallery/Album.cfm?ID=1147
Guests Linda Buggy, Amee Alonso and Sara McKitrick look
the part with their boa’s and headpieces.

The evening’s décor, created by AME took the theme
to the next level.

Clarence “Joe” Herbst, Avenues Major Benefactor, receives
a round of applause from guests for his decades of
generosity to Avenues.

Love Affair committee chair Cindy Walsh with daughter
Jessica Walsh look fancy in feathers.

Martini Bar Sponsors Tom and Therese Villano (left) with
Avenues Board member Matt Coyne and wife Cheryl.

Board chair Jerry Feldman raises his paddle during the
very successful paddle raise that will help to fund the
renovation project at the Wheeling Center.
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Love Affair Sponsors
Valet Sponsor

Grand Raffle Sponsor

Clarence “Joe” Herbst

Lawson Products, Inc.

Patty & Joe Kogut
Oscar Serna

Major Benefactor
Dale Kendrick

Hors D’Oeuvres Sponsor

Netrix

Manhattan Bar Sponsors

Gatsby Benefactor
Event Sponsor

Anne Stewart
Jolene & Steve Silverman

Décor Sponsor

Steve & Chris Wilson

BMO Harris

Martini Bar Sponsor

Tom & Therese Villano
Villano Interiors

Photo Booth Sponsor

Burt Nelson

Welcome Drink Sponsors

Jeff & Cindy Walsh
Jacki & Shelly Kimel

Event Sponsor

Anne & Bob Skoronski

Dance Floor Sponsor

Billy & Tina Anderson,
Just Thrive Probiotics

Champagne Toast Sponsor

Program Book Sponsor

Beth & John DiMeo
DiMeo Brothers Construction

Sasser Family Holdings

Wine Service Sponsor

Collin Sasser & Alison Whittington

Dessert Sponsor

Event Sponsor

Anonymous Donor

Sandy & Herb Schmeisser

Jane and Albert Wohlers Visionary Award
Jane and Albert Wohlers believed in the idea that everyone
deserves to be a productive member of the community. It
is because of their vision that the Jane and Albert Wohlers
Visionary Award was named in their honor. This years
awards was given to long-time Avenues supporter and
Board Member Bob Healy for his philanthropy and vision
for future generations

Bob Healy (front center) along with his family was
honored for his 21 years of service to Avenues.

Sasser Society welcomes
new members
On Thursday May 24, the 18th Annual Sasser
Society Dinner and Reception took place at
the Park Ridge Country Club. The Sasser
Society honors donors who have included
Avenues in their future plans and has realized
$3 million in planned gifts since the inception
of the Sasser Society.

Bob got his start with Avenues through the Builders
of Skills program, an organization that supported adults
with multiple disabilities including deafness.
In 1997 Avenues to Independence acquired Builders of
Skills and Bob along with his son Kevin became part of the
Avenues Family. Bob created the Annual Irish Fest event
with his wife Peg O’Herron, which is ending its run after 21
years. The event has raised $650,000 in the past 21 years
to help support program participants.

Because of her influence at PepsiCo, The
PepsiCo Enable team began the tradition
of their annual Summer picnic for Avenues
residents. Susan joined Avenues when she
came on as a consultant for a fundraising
campaign and stayed on as part of the
development team.

Nancy Malik, daughter of Jane and Albert Wohlers,
presenting the award to Bob.

To find out more information about information
about how to invest in the future of Avenues
by becoming part of the Sasser Society please
contact Michele Shoolin, Vice-President of
Development at 847-292-0870 Ext. 116 or
shoolin@avenuestoindependence.org.

The event is hosted by Fred and Pam Sasser,
who continue the legacy that their family began
more than 30 years ago.
This year the society welcomed new members
Karen Clarke and Susan Matejka. Karen and
Susan are both part of the Chicago Partnership
Board. Karen has been a part of Avenues
attending the first Spotlight on Wine event.

Susan Matejka (center) with Robert Okazak
and Peg OHerron.

Karen Clarke (right) has been a part of Avenues for
more than 14 years.
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This year’s Irish Fest sham-rocked!

Bob Healy and Peg O’Herron, creators of Irish Fest, celebrated the last event
with family and friends.

Irish eyes were smiling on Avenues at the 21st
Annual Irish Fest at the Cotillion in Palatine.
More than 330 Avenues to Independence
supporters, friends and families of program
participants gathered on March 11 to celebrate
all things Irish.
Without the generosity of the guests, donors,
and sponsors this would not have been the
most successful Irish Fest yet raising a recordbreaking $70,000. The proceeds from this
year’s event will help to fund programs at the
soon to be renovated Wheeling Center.
“I think this year was the best ever, As people
were leaving the event, we heard over and

The dance group from the Wheeling Center practiced for weeks before the event and
brought a lot of energy to their performance.

over again how much they enjoyed the
entertainment, food, and the opportunity to
help Avenues. Instead of our thanking them
for coming, they thanked us for inviting them!”
Irish Fest founder, Bob Healy.
Guests enjoyed a performance of the dance
group made up of Avenues program
participants from the Wheeling Center lead by
dance instructor Maureen Wudtke. Committee
member Mary Prindiville, “Overall, I think
the energy/participation/enjoyment of the
program participants is what always makes me
smile most. The Irish dancing by the clients
this year was really a high point!”

Harpist MarySue Redmann and flutist Barbara
Holland have been entertainment at the Irish Fest
for 21 years.

Thank you to the Irish Heritage Singers,
the Weber Irish Dancers, harpist MarySue
Redmann and flutist Barbara Holland, and the
Joyce Boys Band for their entertainment for the
afternoon and for their continued generosity
donating their talents year after year.
What guests were unaware of is that the
difficult decision has been made that this
year’s Irish Fest would be the last. “It has been
a great run and we are glad to be ending on a
high note?” Peg O’Herron the events creator
says of the bittersweet decision.

Avenues Program Participant Connie cheers on the
Weber Irish Dancers.

Sheila Joyce and Lucy Yester browse all of the
wonderful raffle prizes

To view more pictures of the event please visit
the Avenues media Gallery at:
http://avenuestoindependence.org/gallery/
Album.cfm?ID=1148

Irish Fest Sponsors
Emerald Sponsor

Frank Calabrese
Shamrock Sponsor

Shawn Parker
Ameriprise Financial
Leprechaun Sponsors

Cathy & Tom Joyce
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Irish Eyes Sponsors

Sondra & Denis Healy
Turtle Wax, Inc
Sue & Jim King
Five Crowns Foundation
John Mahal
Peg O’Herron & Bob Healy

Claddagh Sponsors

Douglas Beardsley
Bob Healy Jr.
Jacki & Shelly Kimel
Mary & Mike Prindiville

Celtic Knot Sponsors

Bill Dearhammer
Terri Kaisling
Lynn & Bill Kimball
Lisa & Thomas Kuhn
Judy & Paul Matijevic
Curt Rothlisberger
Jolene & Steve Silverman

The end of an era

Celebrating 21 years of Irish Fest

Bob Healy with granddaughter Megan in 2005
performing Danny Boy.

In the last 21 years of Irish Fest so many good
times were had and thanks to those who
attended these events, you helped to raise
more than $650,000 and become not just
Avenues supporters but friends as well.

Stephanie and Brian loved attending Irish Fest. Brian’s
art would be displayed and sold at the event.

Some highlights through the years include Bob
Healy singing with the Irish Heritage Singers.
His version of “Danny Boy” does not leave a dry
eye in the house. In 2005, Bob performed with
his granddaughter Megan who accompanied
him on the violin. The music provided by the
Joyce Boys Band and Harpist Marysue Redmann
and Flutist Barbara Holland made everyone feel
like they were on the Emerald Isle. The Weber
Dancers made the audience want to dance a jig
from their seats.

Becky came to her first Irish Fest when she was just a
few months old. By the time she could walk, she was
out on the dance floor, doing a jig.

The idea of Irish Fest originated in the kitchen
of Bob Healy and Peg O’Herron after a St.
Patrick’s Day party they had thrown at their
home. They wondered how they could
enlist their family and friends to organize
an event that could help benefit Avenues to
Independence. Their son Kevin had recently
become a resident in one of the Avenues
homes in Niles.
For this first event in 1997 all of the planning
and preparation was organized by the Healy
and the O’Herron families. As years went on
they enlisted other friends and parents to
sponsor and attend. The event began to grow
and soon became a favorite for both program
participants and their families. Everyone loves
the opportunity to wear something green and
be Irish for the day and it is great to watch
everyone enjoying the singing, dancing and
“craic” (a good time). There are even some
families who have attended all 21 of the events.

A favorite Photo-op for the guests was taking a photo
was the inflatable leprechaun.

Jeanne and Peter Doheny whose daughter Kelly
lives in Park Ridge and is part of the AveVenture
program at the Avenues Thrift Shoppe. Terri
Kaisling, whose is the sibling of Noreen who has
been a program participant more than 35 years.
Pat Grimes has been a part of Avenues for more
than 25 years, starting as an employer for an
Avenues worker.
To those of you who attended, sponsored,
donated we thank you for all of the support
through the 21 years of Irish Fest.

William Dearhammer, long-time supporter of the Irish
Fest, with friend Beth Balow.

Thank you to the Irish Fest committee, without
them the events would not have been such
a success. Mary and Mike Prindiville, whose
daughter Nora is in an Avenues home in
Park Ridge have held many roles at Avenues
including volunteering on other committees.

Avenues Programs Participants Daniel, Denise, David
and Cindy dressed in green.

The Irish Fest Committee worked tirelessly the last two
decades to ensure a fun event for the whole family.

Carol Pehrson (left) along with John and Mary Mirus
and Mary Kopec have attended all 21 years of Irish Fest.
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Annual Dinner 2018

A night Avenues celebrates dreaming big for 65 years
This is the year of Dreaming Big for Avenues.
At the Annual Dinner & Dance we celebrated
greater opportunities for our participants,
innovation for our programs and growth for the
organization as a whole.
Jerry Feldman, Board Chair, kicked off the
evening, “The celebration tonight has an extra
special meaning. We celebrate our clients and
their big dreams of being able to lead the lives
they choose.” The event was held on Friday June
15 at the Chicago/ Northbrook Hilton Hotel.
The nearly 430 guests joined together for a
night to remember.

Board Chair Jerry Feldman and interpreter Bonnie Koss, kickoff the nights festivities.

community for individuals with developmental
disabilities. (See more about that story on the
following page)
Bennett Petersen and Laurie Christie join Avenues
Board Member Al Bartel and wife Lorie Bartel.

This year’s Annual Dinner marked the 65th year
of the organization. The audience of Avenues
friends, supporters and program participants
learned more about the founder of Avenues
William Knaack in a touching speech by his
daughter Elaine Hodgson. She shared pictures
and told stories of what life was like for her
and her family.

The Annual Dinner is a special celebration of
our program participants and they are truly
the VIP’s for this celebration, joining us this year
was John McDonough, President
of the Chicago Blackhawks, and his family
and from WTTW CEO Sandra Micek and
COO Reese Marcusson.

Louis was then joined by his housemates
on stage and they talked about the Chicago
Tonight segment with WTTW Board Trustee
Marv Goldsmith. “You’ve seen what’s gone
on here tonight, you can see the enthusiasm,
the commitment and the fun of the people
who are here” Marv Goldsmith said of the
night’s festivities.
Nora, Cindy, Jeff and Kurt shared the stage
with Laura Chicoine, Project Manager at the
Advocate Down Syndrome Center, to talk
about filming the healthy lifestyles videos they
made in partnership with the Advocate Down
Syndrome Center in Park Ridge.
We are thankful to all those who have attended
and support Avenues as we continue to Dream
Big and help our program participants realize
their big dreams.

Elaine was presented the newly named William
& Jean Knaack Spirit of Avenues award in honor
of her family’s dedication to find a place in the

Marv Goldsmith (far right), WTTW Board Trustee,
with the housemates of Amundsen Family House.

Bob Okazaki was honored by fellow Avenues staff for
his 40 years of dedication to the organization.

Page 10

After Dinner, Ron Reeves, Avenues Vocational
Director, and Amy Wenzl, Case Manager for
Avenues, introduced three stories where the
dreams of our clients were shared. Louis, a 28
year resident of Avenues, and John McDonough
shared the story of how they met in Park Ridge
and sat on a park bench and talked sports.
Before the end of the conversation they made a
pact to stay “friends forever”.

Volunteers Kathy Seiwert and Lynne Hjelmberg of
Tuesday Nights Friends social group with member
Jeff and Kelly (center).

Laura, Cindy and Cindy show off their moves during
the program participants favorite part of the
evening, the dancing!

Nick hits the dance floor while attending his first
Annual Dinner celebration.

Laura Chicoine, of the Advocate Down Syndrome
Center (2nd from left) received an award for her work
in creating healthy lifestyle videos. She is joined by
Katie Garrity, Janice Valentine and Lauren Kasprzyk.

William & Jean Knaack Spirit of Avenues Award
In 2018 we honor William and Jean Knaack and delivering on their
promise of putting aside old ideas about what is possible. The Spirit of
Avenues award was given to their daughter Elaine Hodgson and will now
be named after the founder of Avenues to Independence. She graciously
accepted the award with her granddaughter in her arms and her table
filled with family and friends.
Elaine had an older sister named Valerie with Down syndrome and
Elaine embraced the diversity that her family brought to the world.
In her speech Elaine spoke about how her parents loved and treated
each of their children in the same way. “The way my parents treated
Valerie, showed me dignity in all life, “She recalled in her speech. She
was honored to receive the award and that it would be named after
her parents. “Dad and Mom gave me the gift of compassion and
understanding, they showed me spirit.”

Robert Okazaki, Clarence “Joe” Herbst, and Elaine Hodgson, recipient of the
William and Jean Knaack Spirit of Avenues award.

Elaine Hodgson (bottom row, second from left) is joined by her family after receiving the William and Jean Knaack Spirit of Avenues award named for her late parents.
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We Hope to See You at these Upcoming Events!
Beyond the Runway Tea and Fashion Show

14th Annual Spotlight on Wine

AveNews Summer 2018
Avenews is published three times a year for
the friends of Avenues to Independence.

Chair of the Board
Executive Director
Editor
Photographers

October 25

September 16

Avenues to Independence
(847) 292-0870 | www.avenuestoindependence.org
Circulation 4,000

Visit our website at avenuestoindependence.org for more information and to register
Special thanks to Joe Ropski of Palwaukee Printing for providing color printing of Avenews.

Jerry Feldman
Robert Okazaki
Colleen Murillo
Laura Allworth
John J. Beusse
Colleen Murillo
Ron Reeves

Avenues to Independence is dedicated to
putting aside old ideas about what is possible.
We work in partnership with the community to support
and encourage people with disabilities to lead the lives
they choose. Our success will eventually be measured
by how little we are needed.
Avenues to Independence is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization providing
services for adults with intellectual, physical, and developmental disabilities. All
services and employment are provided on an equal opportunity basis. Avenues is
accredited by CARF (Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities).

