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Turtle Wax Employs and
Empowers Avenues Workers

T

he same day in March that
Avenues broke ground on a
five-month renovation of the
Center for Independence in Wheeling,
trucks from Turtle Wax rolled in with
the largest packaging job our clients
have seen in decades.
The relationship with Turtle Wax
began many years ago in the 1970’s
when they were a packaging client of
Avenues. Although there have been
small projects since then, Ron Reeves,
Avenues Vocational Director, was
determined to bring in a large scale
contract job.
Ron enlisted the help of Rob Jack, a
long-time Avenues customer/ volunteer
and owner of R2 Design Lab Inc, which
designs packaging for Turtle Wax, a
Chicago based company. Earlier this
year Turtle Wax was switching packing
companies and decided it was time to
come check out Avenues.

to support Avenues participants
and programs. There are 70 workers
currently employed to do work for
Turtle Wax. Despite all the noise and
chaos during the construction the
workers continue to do their job.
Avenues workers have much to gain
from these types of jobs including
earning a paycheck and gaining
independence and job skills that can
lead to employment in the community.
Ron Reeves said, “We anticipate this
being a year-round job providing
ample work activity for our clients on a
daily basis. The project lends itself well
to the success of the work program. “
With additional changes coming to the
Center for Independence, contract work
will allow the people of Avenues to
continue to work and earn a paycheck
while also having the balance of other
opportunities and activities.

Since March, Avenues workers have
packaged nearly a half a million kits

Mary, Ed win, Jim and Kat
parts of the job.

hy work as a unit to complet

Matt (right) pictured with Turtle Wax Strategic Sourcing
Manager Jeff Hansen.

e different

Construction at the Center
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Since March, Avenues workers
have packaged nearly a half
a million kits that will help to
support Avenues participants and
programs. There are 70 workers
currently employed to do work
for Turtle Wax.

for Independence isn’t slow

ing down Turtle Wax work.

Avenues CEO Bob Okazaki talks fair
wages for all
July 2, 2019
Happy 2020!
No, we are not celebrating
an early new year. July 1 was
the first day of fiscal year
2020 for both Avenues to
Independence and the State
of Illinois.
This year, with a state
budget in place, payments
for important services will
continue. Unlike 2016 and
2017, when we had no state
budgets, payments stopped
and many social service organizations were put out-of-business.
We were fortunate; Avenues and other similar disability
providers were able to get by because a federal court order
mandated payments for services that supported individuals
with intellectual/developmental disabilities (I/DD). Compared to
those years, fiscal 2020 is a definite improvement.
For the first time in 10 years, the state budget provides for
a 3.5% increase in funding. While this may sound generous,
during the last decade, inflationary costs alone have risen by
more than 15%. When you include funding shortfalls back to
1990, Illinois has short-changed disability services by more
than 30% when compared to the cost-of-living increases.
Illinois’ funding neglect has exacerbated the staffing crisis
that Avenues and other disability service providers have
been experiencing. Turnover for those who work at the
direct support level averages 50% throughout Illinois. With
unemployment at record lows, 20% staffing vacancy rates are
common and competition for a shrinking pool of talent is fierce.

disability services in the six-county Chicago area. This is a
direct result of the 20+ years of funding neglect. While you
can be confident that Avenues is doing better than most
organizations, it is a struggle as caring, qualified people look
elsewhere just because of the wage issue.
The important work of Avenues cannot take place without
well-trained, experienced employees. Our staff members
are committed to excellence and provide the best support
possible for all of our participants. However, significant
funding improvements are needed not only to maintain, but
to increase services for the many individuals with disabilities
still waiting for needed residential, day, employment and
other support services.
You have probably seen all of the news regarding a series of
taxes ranging from income, sports betting, marijuana, gas and
others that have been put forth to support the budget and
pay for infrastructure and other important needs in Illinois.
Whether you agree with these revenue streams or not,
many have (or will be) coming to fruition. If you care about
folks with disabilities, it will be important for you to make
your voice heard by reaching out to the Governor and
your state senators and representatives to let them know
that improvements in funding for services to people with
disabilities is a high priority of yours.
Please contact me if you need assistance in connecting with
your legislator, or would like to have someone accompany
you for an in-person visit. Your outreach will be crucial in the
fight to make sure that these new resources will be directed
to ensuring that people with disabilities have access to
needed programs and services.
Sincerely,

The talent shortage has driven up wage rates in many other
occupations. Drivers are paid $18-$21 per hour; Amazon
starts at $15.
Wages of the direct care providers, care managers and
other support staff for the people Avenues serves are below
market when compared with similar positions outside of

Foundation Gifts
Avenues is thankful for these
generous grants.
Program
Support

Nursing
Services

Pert Foundation

Henrietta Lange
Burk Fund

Center for
Independence
Computer
Program
A. Montgomery
Ward Foundation

Robert Okazaki
Avenues President/ CEO

Corrections for the
Impact Report
We regret the errors and omissions in
the 2019 Impact Report and thank the
following donors:
• In memory of Joe WiseAnn Marie & Allan Ehrlich.

• $100-$499 Donation
William & Geraldine Taglia.

• In memory of Collette
Babicz from Patt and Dick
Spatafora.

• In memory of Andrea
Papas Cutting from Dick
and Patt Spatafora.
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Love Affair

And the Oscar goes to… Avenues to Independence

A

venues rolled out the red carpet for the 31st
Annual Love Affair on February 23 at the Loews
Chicago O’Hare in Rosemont.

The Oscars- A Night of Avenues Stars raised more than
$375,000 to help support the individuals of Avenues to
Independence. The proceeds raised at the event will help
support the renovations and improvements to the Avenues
residential homes. An anonymous donor contributed
significantly to the evening’s proceeds by offering to match
dollar for dollar what was raised during the paddle raise.
Nancy Malik, daughter of Jane and Albert Wohlers
presented Glen and Laura Amundsen with the Jane and
Albert Wohlers Visionary award. Glen and Laura, longtime
volunteers and friends of Avenues, were honored for their
care, concern and vision for the people of Avenues.
Special thank you to Love Affair Chair Cindy Walsh and
her committee for all of their hard work. Thank you to the
evening’s Oscar Night Sponsor the Herbst & Unger family
and our additional sponsors, donors, and volunteers for
helping to make this event such a success.

We Thank Our
Love Affair
Sponsors
Love Affair Chair Cindy Walsh (center) with
husband Jeff and daughter Jessica.

Oscar Night Sponsor
Herbst & Unger Legacy

Best Picture Sponsor
Dale Kendrick

To view more pictures please go to the media gallery at
https://bit.ly/30quor4

Best Director Sponsor
Sasser Family Companies
Burt Nelson

Event Sponsor
Anonymous

Valet Sponsor
Lawson Products

Best Actor/ Actress
Sponsor
BMO Harris Bank
Collin Sasser & Alison
Whittington

Emcee Mike Bruni and Glen and Laura Amundsen’s grandson
Clint get the crowd excited for the paddle raise.

Jason Christopoulos channels Elvis after winning
a blue vintage Gibson guitar.

Red Carpet Sponsor
Chicago Blackhawks
Molly & Tim Dietlin
Grusecki Family Foundation
Liam and Lynn Farrell
Heidrick & Struggles
Jolene & Steve Silverman
Villano Interiors
Cindy & Jeff Walsh

Specialty Bar Sponsors
Jennifer & Kevin Gallery
Anne Stewart

Commercial Break
Sponsor
Donna & Fred Ackerson
Matt & Cheryl Coyne
Tom & Cathy Joyce
Jacki & Shelly Kimel

Nancy Malik, daughter of Jane and
Albert Wohlers with her husband Jim.
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Avenues resident Nadine (center)
with her sister Jill Smith and brother
in law Shlomo Bar-Sheshet get
captured by the paparazzi

David, Avenues resident, and sister
Lynn Kimball dance to the Nick
Pontarelli Band.

Jane and Albert Wohlers Visionary Award
2019 Recipients Glen & Laura Amundsen

A

t the 2019 Love Affair Glen and
Laura Amundsen were awarded
the Jane & Albert Wohlers
Visionary Award by the Wohlers’ daughter
Nancy Malik. Jane and Albert Wohlers
believed everyone deserves to be a
productive member of the community.
The award was created in 2012 to honor
individuals who believed in this same

vision that everyone deserves to be a
productive member of the community—
living, working and forming friendships.
Glen and Laura have not only opened
their hearts but their homes to the people
of Avenues. Since a chance meeting that
led to a cup of coffee and then a lifelong
friendship, they have become family to a
group of Avenues residents.

Glen and Laura Amundsen receiving their award from
Avenues CEO Bob Okazaki

“We’ve truly been blessed by this
relationship,” Glen mentioned in their
acceptance speech. “They have been part
of the fabric of our lives.” Glen and Laura
Amundsen are more than just volunteers
or Board members at Avenues. In 2012 an
Avenues home in Park Ridge was named
Amundsen House in their honor.

Family and friends of Glen and Laura Amundsen join them to celebrate at the
2019 Love Affair

Sasser Society honors those who
invest in the future of Avenues

T

he Sasser Society honors donors
who have included Avenues
in their will and estate plans.
Because of the members’ far-sighted
generosity Avenues has realized more
than $3 million in planned giving since
its inception in 2000. On Thursday
May 23 the 19th Annual Sasser Society
Dinner was held at the Park Ridge
Country Club. The event is hosted by
Fred and Pam Sasser as he continues
the legacy that his parents began more
than 50 years ago.
This year the society honored
members, Jeanette and Wanda
Debicki, two sisters that were long
time contributors to Avenues. Shortly
after the sisters passed away, Wanda
in 2015 and Jeanette in 2017, it was
learned that their family foundation,
The Debicki Foundation, had donated
their Park Ridge home to Avenues.

Jeannette and Wanda’s niece, Cathy
McCarthy, is the Chief Financial Officer
at Avenues. She received the award on
their behalf.
Avenues resident Rick will be one of
the first housemates that will move
into the Deblcki home once some
of the remodeling for accessibility is
completed. He and his brother Bob
Kryder, spoke about how grateful they
are to be a part of Avenues. Rick, a
hearing impaired resident, explained
with the help of sign language
translator, Lydia Ng, how excited he is
to move into his new home.
To find out more information about
how to invest in the future of Avenues
by becoming part of the Sasser Society
please contact Michele Shoolin,
VP of Development at
847-292-0870 ext 1116 or
shoolin@avenuestoindependence.org.

Rick, Avenues reside
nt,
(sitting) his brother
Bob
Kr yder and sister in
law
Linda and sign lan
guage
interpreter Lydia Ng
.

of the late Jeanette
Cathy McCarthy, niece
eives the Sasser Society
and Wanda Debicki, rec
CEO Bob Okazaki on
certificate from Avenues
ki Foundation.
bic
De
behalf of The
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Annual Dinner Sponsors

Annual Dinner 2019

Celebrating individuals who make Avenues a better place

A

t the Annual Dinner we celebrated how the
people of Avenues make their communities
where they live and work better places.
The event is a special day to celebrate with
staff, volunteers, Avenues supporters and most
importantly the program participants.
The annual event was held Friday June 14 at
Allgauers at the Hilton Chicago/ Northbrook.
The staff was praised for their commitment to
the people they serve and their dedication to
the organization.
Guests had the opportunity to learn about
people at Avenues who were doing their part to
make Avenues and our community a better place.
Emcees Amy Wenzl, Social Services Coordinator,
and Ron Reeves, Vocational Director, introduced
us to Avenues resident Matt and Rob Jack, a
package designer at R2 Design lab.
Rob and Matt became fast friends after a
meeting at the Center for Independence in
Wheeling. Rob was an important part of helping
Avenues secure the contract job with Turtle Wax
that is currently under production in Wheeling.

Cathy Kerr, VP of Programs, presented Floyd Kortenhof,
Residential Director, with his very own bobble head doll
and a framed picture celebrating his 40 years with Avenues.

Ron Reeves, “It’s connections with Rob and it’s
guys like Matt, that help bring jobs like Turtle
Wax, that makes Avenues a better place.”
We also met new roommates Kym and Nadine.
Kym wanted to be able to communicate with her
new roommates who are deaf. She went out and
purchased a sign language book so she could
communicate with her new friends. Nadine and
another roommate Ann Marie.

Presenting
Sponsors

Client Table
Sponsors

Carole and Frank
Allgauer
Roberta and Robert
Washlow

Laura and Glen
Amundsen
Janice Brinati
The Thomas and
Christina Grusecki
Foundation
Lisa and Rob Jack
The Kearns family
Jacki and Shelly Kimel
Patricia and Joseph
Kogut
Peg O’Herron and
Bob Healy
John McKinnon
Jean Saunders and
Joe Moos
Joan and Jerome
Wroblewski

Program/Client
Gift Sponsors
Anonymous
Lauren Brinati

They also introduced Charlie, a resident at
Sasser Family House in Park Ridge, who was
joined on stage by Pastor Carol Hill from the
Park Ridge Community Church. For many years
Charlie has volunteered at the church as an
usher and for the last several years Charlie has
traveled on mission trips to Tennessee and
Montana helping to rebuild homes.

Client
Transportation
Sponsors

Thank you to all of the sponsors including
presenting sponsors Carole and Frank Allgauer
and Robert and Roberta Washlow. Also, thank
you to the volunteers and Avenues staff that
helped to make this such a fun night for Avenues
program participants.

Terri Kaisling
Chris Statkiewicz
The Chicago Burger
Company: Danka and
Tom Tasiopoulos
Turtle Wax

Charlie with Pastor Carol Hill of the Park Ridge
Community Church.

Jean and John Simms
Debby and Rick
Winer

DJ Sponsors

Client Support
Sponsors
Pat and Dennis Dituri
Lynn and Liam Farrell
Cathy and Tom Koch

Jeff (left) shows his new roommate Tim how
to dance at Tim’s first Annual Dinner

William & Jean Knaack Spirit of Avenues Award

P

aul Carlisle, President of the Avenues
Foundation Board and a founding
member of the Chicago Partnership
Board, was presented with the second
annual William and Jean Knaack Spirit of
Avenues award. He was presented the
award by the Knaack’s daughter Elaine
Hodgson. The award has been named to
honor William & Jean Knaack who paved
the way for individuals with disabilities to
be truly part of a community.
On receiving the award Paul said, “You’ve
given me an award tonight for supporting
an organization that does important and
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meaningful work. All while I’m having a lot
of fun and so this award kind of seems like
a bonus to me- a bonus that I am really
proud of.“
Jerry Feldman, Avenues Board Chair,
spoke of Paul’s contributions to Avenues.
“Paul has brought long term thinking to
Avenues, he looks several steps ahead and
sees the bigger picture. “ Paul has been an
important part of the strategic planning
that will allow Avenues to continue to be
a successful organization. To view more
pictures from the Annual Dinner please go
to https://bit.ly/2SlohRL

Avenues Board Chair Jerr y Feld
man, Honoree
Paul Carlisle, Avenues CEO Bob
Okazaki,
Elaine Hodgson daughter of Ave
nues founders
William and Jean Knaack.
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At Avenues
1

BBQ at Sasser Family House

	Residents of Sasser Family House in Park
Ridge held a BBQ to celebrate the first
warm day of Summer. David, (top row, far
right) grilled and prepared food with the
help of Avenues staff.
2

Fat Tuesday

	Local Celebrity Chef, Pat Brown, (left) with
Avenues CEO Bob Okazaki at Harp & Fiddle
in Park Ridge for Fat Tuesday. Money raised
at the New Orleans inspired event will help
support Avenues programs.
1

2

3

Beer on the Wall

	In May, Avenues partnered with Beer on
the Wall to hold a night of beer, food and
fun, raising funds for Avenues programs.
Lenore, Avenues resident and Thrift
Shoppe employee, with friend Nancy Evans
at Beer on the Wall in Park Ridge.
4

	Craig and David visit the Park Ridge
Fire Station

	Avenues residents Craig and David had
an opportunity to visit the Park Ridge Fire
Department. They took a tour and got
to learn more about the trucks and the
station with two of the firemen on duty.
3

4

New Roommates

N

adine (center) and Ann Marie (right), who became a part of Avenues
more than 20 years ago, lived with their friends and roommates
at the Avenues’ operated townhomes in Niles. Earlier in 2019
Avenues sold the homes in Niles and the roommates had the opportunity
to move to other Avenues residential homes. The residents in Niles were
predominantly deaf and many would be moving in with housemates that
were not.
Some staff members, and program participants wanted to learn sign
language so they could better communicate with their new roomates. Kym,
a resident at Herbst Family House, purchased a sign language book so
she could learn to communicate with her new roommates Ann Marie and
Nadine. With the help of her book and her new self-taught skills she has
been able to get to know her new friends.
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