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PREP participant
Cathy volunteers at
Habitat for Humanity
ReStore where she
learns retail skills
while helping out a
great cause.
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At Avenues
Professional Readiness Employment Program (PREP)
prepares individuals to return to work
After more than a year of being out of work, the clients of
Avenues are getting back to their jobs in the community in a
new and exciting way. The Professional Readiness Employment
Program (PREP), an expansion of the Community Employment
Program, helps to provide new work opportunities for individuals
through training, vocational development and learning activities.
The PREP program is based on the framework of the Employment
First initiative, which provides choices for program participants to
engage and participate in activities that will ideally lead to finding
employment. The program will help participants find work based
on their skills and interests in hopes of it leading to a career in a
field of their choice. PREP will provide classroom learning, career
exploration, paid work trials and opportunities to volunteer in
the community. Individuals will be trained in planning/ problem
solving, social and interpersonal skills, safety awareness and
professional work habits.
John, a new resident at Cambridge House in Des Plaines, joined
PREP to explore career opportunities. In PREP, an Employment
Training Specialist will help to assess John’s strengths, abilities,
interests and vocational goals. “I want to work in the community
so I can earn money to pay off my bills and take my parents out to
eat. Having a job in the community means more independence for
me, which is important.”

and other volunteers have been incredibly welcoming, and so far
everyone is enjoying their time there. Additionally, it has helped us
identify new areas of interests for potential jobs in the community
and individuals are developing new skills each shift.”
The goal of PREP is for participants to be employed in the
community and working at a career that gives them independence
and pride in their work. If your business is interested in hiring
PREP program participants please contact Rebecca Schachter at
rschachter@avenuestoindependence.org.

John volunteers at Feed
My Starving Children
where he hand packs
meals to help fight against
poverty and malnutritio
n.

Currently John and other participants in PREP are volunteering
in the community at Habitat for Humanity ReStore and Feed My
Starving Children. It is a way for participants to give back to the
community and establish skills in a professional environment. At
Habitat for Humanity’s ReStore in Arlington Heights, volunteers
help stock and face items to be sold, refill bathroom supplies,
clean donated items so they can be priced and put on the
sales floor, as well as fold, package and label linens. Rebecca
Schachter, Avenues Community Employment Coordinator said
of the volunteer work, “It has been a great experience, the staff

Members of the
PREP program at the
Center for Independence
learning safety
awareness and
professional work habits.

Avenues program participants are getting back to work

This Spring Bill, an Avenues resident in Park Ridge, returned
to his community job at Jewel in Park Ridge, a job that he
has held for 28 years.
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Connie had to stop working after the COVID-19
pandemic but was finally able to return to her
job at Shell after more than a year.

Kim recently started a new community employment job
in Buffalo Grove at Responsible Electronic Recycling, a
business that reduces electronic waste.

A letter from President/ CEO Jason Clark
Dear Friends,
It is hard to believe that I am
coming up on my one-year
anniversary as the President/
CEO at Avenues to Independence
in October. Taking a leadership
role in the midst of a pandemic
has certainly been “challenging.”
Thankfully, Avenues is blessed to
have such amazing, dedicated, and
long-term staff that have always
kept those that we serve as the
first priority. The last 18 months,
all of us have had to adjust and make sacrifices but the health and
safety of everyone was always at the forefront. This past July we
were all so happy to put our masks away, begin meeting in person,
and begin planning our special events in person again. Sadly, the
times we live in have made us once again mask up and postpone
live events, such as the Sasser Society Dinner and Annual Dinner.
While it is the right decision, I am really disappointed I will have to
continue to wait to meet many of you for either the first time, or
not just in a Zoom environment.
Despite these challenging times, there continues to be much to
be thankful for. The new Professional Readiness Employment
Program (PREP) has started to prepare individuals with disabilities

for community employment. Our newest Avenues’ residence,
Debicki Home, has opened in Park Ridge. The beautiful
newly renovated Center for Independence is being utilized by
participants in the day program. I am also thrilled to announce
the addition of Shawna Egan as VP of Development and thank
Michele Shoolin and the entire Development team for her
onboarding process.
I also want to recognize and thank Cathy Kerr for all her years of
service and dedication to Avenues to Independence as she moves
into retirement. Cathy, Michele, and Bob Okazaki will all be sorely
missed, but have done a tremendous job in ensuring that Avenues
will continue on as a leader in the field of serving persons with
intellectual and developmental disabilities.
Finally, thank you all for continuing to support Avenues to
Independence. So many have stepped up and contributed in many
different ways during these times and we cannot begin to thank
you enough.
Sincerely,

Jason M. Clark
President/CEO

Shawna Egan joins Avenues as new Vice
President of Development
In late June, Shawna Egan
was named Vice President of
Development at Avenues to
Independence. We are excited for
Shawna to be part of the Avenues
Development team, as she brings
30 years of experience working
for nonprofits. Her experience
Shawna Egen brings more than 30
includes fundraising, board
years of experience to her new role
leadership, marketing, corporate
as VP of Development
relations, special events and
volunteer recruitment. In addition, Shawna has a deep connection
to the mission at Avenues, as she is a parent of an adult daughter
with disabilities.
Most recently Shawna served as the Director of Development &
Marketing at Main Stay Therapeutic Farm, whose mission is to
enrich individual’s lives through horse therapy and interaction with
animals and nature. Shawna also ran her consulting firm, Campbell
Adventures, LLC, and served as Director of Legislative Affairs at
Little City Foundation, where she spearheaded public policy and
advocacy initiatives that support state and federal quality service
standards on behalf of individuals with developmental disabilities.

Shawna grew up in the Midwest and has raised her
daughters Abby and Jillian in Cary, IL for the last 25
years. Shawna’s hobbies include gardening, traveling
and outdoor activities. She loves music and has a
great sense for adventure. Please join us in welcoming
Shawna to Avenues!

New Vice President of Development, Shawna Egan, with Avenues program
participant Bill and Avenues President/ CEO Jason Clark at the Avenues/ Gorman
Golf and Tennis Classic.
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Cathy Kerr retires after 42 years of compassion
and care for Avenues’ clients
Cathy Kerr, Avenues Vice President of Programs, is not only
known for her wonderful sense of humor but more importantly
her leadership, wisdom and passion, ensuring that the program
participants at Avenues always receive the best care.
Cathy dedicated her entire career to working with individuals
with disabilities and joined Avenues as a Developmental Trainer
in 1980. She continuously strived to improve the lives of program
participants which helped make Avenues a leader in supporting
adults with developmental disabilities. In 1983, Cathy was
promoted to Program Director; through this role, she helped to
expand the residential, day and job placement programs.
For the last 24 years Cathy has served as the Vice President of
Programs, where her total focus has been enriching the lives
of program participants and ensuring Avenues offered the best
programs possible. During this time, she oversaw numerous
facilities upgrades and an increase in staff, all designed to help
improve the health and well-being of all Avenues residents and
participants. Cathy was a driving force behind the reimagined and
completely redesigned Center for Independence, as she urged
Avenues staff, Board members and donors to “dream big” for the
future of Avenues. Completed in 2019, the CFI is a beautiful,
modern multi-purpose facility for clients.
Michele Shoolin, former Vice President of Development said of
Cathy, “Cathy can be credited with one of the underlying values
of Avenues, saying many years ago that when we work to improve
the lives of the people we serve, we should always be willing to
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Cathy with her husband Bob at the Sasser Society Dinner. As members of the Sasser
Society they will continue to support Avenues long after her retirement.

‘put aside old ideas about what is possible’. She lived and worked
by those words her entire career.”
She leaves behind the legacy of the family that she helped to
create at Avenues and she will be missed tremendously. We all
wish her well on her retirement!
To read the full announcement sent out from the Avenues
leadership team please go to:
https://avenuestoindependence.org/blog/2021/8/13/News/
Cathy_Kerr_Retirement_Announcement/ar/61/.
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The 10th Annual Fashion Show–
Back to the Community in a Stylish Way
On June 5, Avenues to Independence held its 10th Annual Fashion Show, featuring Avenues’
program participants as models. This is the second year for the virtual event format; this year
the models were showcased at their homes, the Center for Independence, in the community
and at their jobs.
This year’s event helped to raise funds for the new Professional Readiness Employment
Program (PREP) that was designed to ensure Avenues’ program participants are trained and
ready to find a career in a field of their interest and appropriate for their skill level. PREP will
offer training in customer service, computer/technology, and general employment readiness.
The program takes place at the Center for Independence, where the group meets to learn
about workplace conduct and develop skills they can take with them into the work force.
(To read more about the PREP program, please visit page 2.)
In the virtual show models wore fashions donated to the Avenues Thrift Shoppe. Sponsors,
donors and virtual guests – and the models – enjoyed watching the Fashion Show via a link
sent to them the day of the event. Thank you to all of the models, Fashion Show committee
volunteers, sponsors and donors. To view the full Fashion Show, please visit:
https://avenuestoindependence.org/gallery/Album.cfm?ID=1197.

Nora, a resident at Sasser Family House
in Park Ridge, takes her fashions to the
streets of Park Ridge at the First United
Methodist church.

Avenues Thrift
Shoppe employees
and entrepreneurs
Laura and David
show off their
artwork that they
sell at the Thrift
Shoppe.
Model Shannan, a resident at Debicki House
in Park Ridge, films her portion of the Fashion
Show video with Avenues Special Events and
Volunteer Manager Phyllicia Davis.

Thank you to our Sponsors
$2,500

$250

$100 (continued)

Lauren Brinati
John Schneider and Jean
Meilinger

Villano Interiors Inc.
Mary and Eric Johnson
Mike and Mary Prindiville
Janice Brinati
Cathy and Tom Koch
Lisa and Don Muench
Annamaria and Jim Hallagan
Tom Nugent
Bielski Family
Tom and Linda Kuhn

Sonny and Barbara Annoreno
Carol Majka
Michele and Joel Shoolin
Michelle Davison
Diana and Fernando Olivo
Patricia Rascia
Gayle Washlow Kaufman
Holly Lundquist
Steve Dinkel
Cindy Schneider
Joyce and Kim Robinson
Dee O’Hair
Linda and Kevin Buggy
Lori Grifo
Jean Valerius and Jerry
Silverman
Claudette Giza
Brian and Tina Lowry

$1,000
Jim Kearns Family
$500
Jolene M. Wise and Steve
Silverman
Peg O’Herron and Bob Healy
Jacki and Shelly Kimel
Alison Whittington and Collin
Sasser
Bill and Lynn Kimball
The Randazzo Family
Krys and James Kaczmarek
Leo and Alora Foley
Marcia and Kurt Carlisle
Pat and Mary Grimes
Augustyna and Ted Godek

$100
Judy Brosnan
The Dolansky Family
Cindy and Jeff Walsh
Joan and Jerry Wroblewski
Patricia Huber
Dianne Schmidt
Pat and Dennis Dituri
The Pernick Family

Tabatha, Kathy and Jeff show off their
fashions at the Center for Independence.
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33rd Avenues/ Gorman Golf
& Tennis Classic

Thank you to
our Sponsors
Presenting Sponsor

welcomes sunshine and generous supporters, raising
nearly $190,000 for the people of Avenues
After postponing the original date due to inclement
weather, the 33rd Annual Avenues/Gorman Golf &
Tennis Classic was held on Monday August 9 at the
Park Ridge Country Club. And while the day started
out with rain and thunderstorms, the clouds broke
just before tee time and the rest of the day was
beautiful, sunny skies.
New to this year’s event was Cardio Tennis,
which replaced the traditional tennis matches.
Cardio Tennis was a huge hit with participants,
as the fast paced, high-energy drills combine the
techniques of tennis with an aerobic workout.
Golfers who are a part of the Herbst Circle of
Giving were given an “Avenues’ teal” golf ball and
the opportunity to tee off from the middle of the
fairway on the 10th hole, providing them with a
significant advantage on the club’s longest hole.
Herbst Circle of Giving members are individuals
who have donated $1,000 or more during the
past year. The Herbst Circle of Giving is named
in honor of Clarence “Joe” Herbst, a major
benefactor of Avenues for more than 40 years.

Funds raised from the Avenues/Gorman Golf &
Tennis Classic will help support the Professional
Readiness Employment Program (PREP). PREP
provides individuals with new job opportunities
through training, vocational development and
learning activities. During the event, John, a new
Avenues resident, shared his story about what he
hopes to gain through participating in the program.
Thank you to all those who participated in this
year’s Classic, especially given COVID, a change
in date and Mother Nature! We are grateful
to our donors and sponsors, especially the
Calabrese Family, who generously served as
Presenting Sponsor for the third year in a row.
A big Thank You to Avenues/Gorman Golf &
Tennis Classic Chair, Steve Wilson and the entire
committee for their leadership and support in
making this year’s event so successful.
To view pictures from the Avenues/ Gorman Golf
& Tennis Classic please visit:
https://avenuestoindependence.org/gallery/
Album.cfm?ID=1199.

Calabrese Family
Event Sponsor
Dale Kendrick
Evening Reception Sponsor
Steve and Chris Wilson
Tennis Sponsor
Len Bunge
Cocktail Reception Sponsor
Mary Shanley Aloisio & Bob
Aloisio - Dream Town Realty
Lunch Sponsor
Curt and Linda Rodin
Golf Cart Sponsor
HPS Chicago
Beverage Cart Sponsor
Wilson Dow Group
Favor Sponsor
Linda and Kevin Buggy
Halfway House Sponsor
Lorie and Al Bartel
Putting Green Sponsor
Dick and Patt Spatafora
Beverage Cart Sponsor
Ray & Marie Zajic Trust
Hole Sponsor
Sally and Joe Keenan
Jim and Brigid Stonebridge
HUB International-Employee
Benefits / Risk Management

Golf Chair Steve Wilson (center) with Herbst Circle of Giving members Jim
Stonebridge, Nick Clifton, Guy Taglivia and Bob Schroeder.

Avenues program participant John (center) with Avenues President/ CEO
Jason Clark and Golf Chair Steve Wilson.

Coyne and Company
Insurance
Capps Plumbling
Jolene M. Wise and Steve
Silverman
Alora and Leo Foley
Bob and Kathy Johnson
The Kearns Family
Guy and Theresa Tagliavia
TTSG Inc
Tennis Court Sponsor
Pacocha Landscaping
Services, Inc.
Invitation Sponsor

Seated: Ron Dohr, Dick Spatafora, Patt Spatafora, Barbara Emerick, Tom Emerick Back row: Kevin
Dohr, Sue Dohr, Karen Proesel. Karen is the daughter of Mark Walker, who was awarded the Len
& Barbara Bunge Racquet Sport Award in behalf of her late father who passed away this year.

Christi Rosenberg and Gina LoCacciato get ready to
participate in a paddle lesson.

Dreamworks
Ron and Peg Bjelopetrovich

Community Partners
Avenues is thankful for the generous grants we have received since our last publication.
Wohlers Family
Foundation
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General operation support
during COVID-19

Butler Family
Foundation

Community employment
Services

A. Montgomery Ward
Foundation
Bathroom renovation at
Amundsen Family House

Henrietta Lange Burk
Fund
Nursing Services

Sasser Family
Foundation

Flooring at Sasser Family
House

Thank you to those who invest in the future of
Avenues through the Sasser Society
The Sasser Society is a group of supporters who have provided a future commitment to
Avenues through their will, trust or estate plan. To date, and thanks to the generosity and farsighted planning of these individuals, Avenues has realized more than $3.5 million in planned
gifts. Avenues launched the Heritage Society in 2001 – renamed the Sasser Society in 2012–
thanks to the inspiration and philanthropy provided by Doris and Robert Sasser. Started in the
1960’s, the Sasser Society has now grown to more than 90 members.
Once a year, a Sasser Society dinner takes place and is hosted by Fred and Pam Sasser. This
special event is intended to honor new members and remember those who have passed.
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, this special dinner has been postponed for the last two years.
We would like to welcome and recognize our newest Sasser Society members, Cathy and Tom
Koch and Dennis and Maureen Owens. Their support will ensure independence and dignity for
Avenues program participants now and in the future.
To learn more information about how you can include Avenues in your will or estate plan visit
https://avenuestoindependence.org/contribute/sasser_society/ or contact Shawna Egan, VP of
Development, at 847-292-0870 x 1130 or segan@avenuestoindependence.org.

Newest Sasser Society members, Cathy and
Tom Koch with Cathy’s brother Jeff (center), an
Avenues resident in Des Plaines.

We apologize for the following errors or
omissions in the 2021 Impact Report:

Gifts received in memory
of Ann Marie Ehrlich

$20,000 to $49,000
Jim and Anita Hornbrook

Thank you to the Avenues supporters who made
donations in honor of the late Ann Marie Ehrlich
who we lost in December in 2020. Ann Marie
was a part of the Avenues family for 43 years
serving most recently as a Vice President of
Development until 2018.

$1,000 to $4,999

Gail Edgren
$500 to $999

Nathan Spang
$100 to $499

Richard and Kathleen Anderson

Jim and Anita Hornbrook

Mary Blankenheim
Nancy Borngiorno
Una Dillon
Linda Gadas
Melissa Hemzacek
Christopher Kelly
Frances Kelly
John Kelly

$100 to $499 (continued)

Rebecca Kelly
Edward Kieras
Larry Martin
Amanda Spenner
Elizabeth Ulanski
Mary Ellen and Michael Walston

The following donations were listed at the incorrect level of donation and
should be listed as follows:
Gifts of $1000 - $4,999 received:

Gifts of $500 - $999 received:

Kenneth & Cynthia Boos

Robert & Paula Mack

Janice Brinati

Tina Sullivan

Bernard Kelly

Tom & Jamie Zimmermann

In honor of Bob Okazaki’s retirement
Bob Healy and Peg O’Herron

In memory of Lucy Erickson
Karen McGrath

Laura & John Allworth

Irving and Vickie Korey

Allan & Lorie Bartel

Floyd Kortenhof and
Greg Kintzle

Michael & Susan
Bettenhausen
Marc & Sheila
Blumenthal

Joan Kraft & Bob
Budacki
Lawson Products

Marla and Rickey
Briskman

Ralph and Marguerite
Levato

Leonard Bunge

Roseann & Paul
Mostacchio

Pat Conger
Stacie and Ryan Cragg
Ann Dorian
Patricia and Dennis
DuBoux
Joyce Gallagher
Roberta and Michael
Goldman

Robert & Judy Okazaki
Diana and Fernando
Olivo
Dottie and Ron Reeves
Julie Rice
Michele & Joel Shoolin
Jolene Wise &

Janet Griesenauer

Steve Silverman

Patricia Grimes

Joann Szulczynski

Bob Healy & Peg
O’Herron

Janice & Bob Valentine

Cathy and Bob Kerr
Jacqueline and
Sheldon Kimel

Mary Ellen Viskocil
Kathleen Vitek
Alfred and Lori Wade
Amy and Rob Wenzl
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