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Recycling Avenue celebrates 10 years of making a difference in the environment
Participants Greg Campone and P.J. Flaherty
helped launch Recycling Avenue 10 years
ago after struggling to find a career path and
feeling job opportunities were limited for
individuals with disabilities.
Bob Okazaki, Executive Director of Avenues,
along with PJ and Greg, had a vision of how
to be productive at the Wheeling work center
in addition to helping the environment by
recycling donated small electronics. Bob
provided space at the work center in Wheeling
to make it happen and with the guidance of
their friends, family and the financial support
On the cover: (from left) Colleen Lynch, Lisa Torres,
PJ Flaherty, Matt Palmore, Greg Campone,
Stephanie Wolowiec. Not pictured:
Chris Sawka (bottom left) and Brian Harrison

of foundation grants, the program grew.
Today, PJ and Greg work with a team that
continues to make the program a success
- Colleen Lynch, Matt Palmore, Stephanie
Wolowiec, Brian Harrison and Chris Sawka.
They also get assistance from 10 work center
participants that fill in for a variety of tasks.

In the last 10 years Recycling Avenue
has saved more than 55 tons of
electronics from going into landfills.
With the guidance of staff member Lisa Torres,
Recycling Avenue Coordinator, the group
acquires electronics through donations and
recycling events. They have placed recycling
bins throughout the community where
people donate their old electronics. The items
are brought to the work center where the
recycling team researches and tests them to
see if they are in working condition. Using
their computer skills, each individual lists their
own items on eBay and tracks the progress of
the sale. Other items are sorted for various
recycling, so nothing Recycling Avenue

Bob Okazaki, (second from right) poses in the Okazaki Family House backyard with the home’s residents. From left,
Rengle Dansberry, John Krause, Jennifer Ross, Ed Rawski, and Andrew Tawse.

Recycling Avenue co-founders and good friends PJ
Flaherty (left) and Greg Campone.

collects goes to waste. In the last 10 years
Recycling Avenue has saved more than 55
tons of electronics from going into landfills.
To find out more information about Recycling
Avenue and for drop-off bin locations please
visit the Recycling Avenue section of our
website. http://avenuestoindependence.org/
what_we_do/recycling_avenue/

Executive Director Bob Okazaki with benefactor Clarence
Herbst in front of the Okazaki Family House

Okazaki Family House Dedication
On Sunday June 25, Avenues to Independence
held an open house to showcase the recent
renovations and officially dedicate the
Okazaki Family House, located in Park Ridge.
Okazaki Family House, home to five Avenues’
residents, was named to honor Executive
Director Bob Okazaki who has served Avenues
for nearly 40 years.

of the residents’ family members and longtime Avenues benefactor, Clarence Herbst,
originally of Park Ridge. With additional
support from Clarence, and help from
Architect Al Musetti and Mark Elliot Builders,
Avenues made the home more accessible
for the residents and it serves as a model for
future residential facilities.

Avenues acquired the home in 2015 through
a gift/purchase arrangement involving one

To the more than 50 guests that attended,
Avenues Past Board Chair Peg O’Herron
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introduced Bob Okazaki and his family and
thanked them for their many contributions
to Avenues. Clarence Herbst, echoing Peg’s
praise, stated that “Bob is Avenues”. Floyd
Kortenhof, Residential Director of Avenues,
blessed the home as the plaque honoring the
Okazaki Family House was unveiled.
To watch the dedication video and view more
photos, go to the Media Gallery at http://
avenuestoindependence.org/Gallery/

From our Executive Director

They Deserve More and it’s Time We Give it to Them
After more than two years, Illinois finally
has an official state budget. We know the
budget is not perfect; however, for individuals
with intellectual and developmental
disabilities, progress was made on an issue
of great importance.
The budget included the first funding increase
for community developmental disability
organizations in almost ten years. This increase
will be 100% directed toward improving
the wages of direct care and other staff who
support individuals with disabilities every day.
This is an important first step toward alleviating
the staffing shortages at Avenues and other
disability organizations throughout Illinois.

“They Deserve More” is a statewide initiative
organized by agencies like Avenues. We are
working to bring the caregiver crisis to the
attention of the general public so that people
with disabilities can get more of the important
support and help that they need.
At Avenues, 10% of our direct care positions
are vacant; the coalition reports that this rate is
as high as 40% in some areas of the state. First
year turnover often exceeds 50% and causes
unnecessary turmoil and disruption in the daily
lives of individuals with disabilities.
Illinois’ funding neglect goes back more than
25 years. Today, our state ranks 47th in its
support of community disability services. The

Chicago Tribune, in a series of articles published
late in 2016, criticized the state and service
organizations for neglectful practices that led
to the deaths of a number of individuals with
disabilities. In their editorial, the Tribune stated
“Government can and should be measured
by how it treats its most vulnerable”. Disabled
adults “deserve a better path forward”.
The “They Deserve More” Campaign, building
on the momentum established by the Tribune
series, continued to bring attention to the
dilemma caused by Illinois’ neglect. Statewide,
wages for direct care staff average less than
$10/hour. As the economy continues to
improve, wages in many other professions are
escalating. Unlike other businesses that have
increased prices to compensate for higher
wages, disability organizations are handcuffed
by rates established by the state to pay for the
services that we provide. Many fast food and
other unskilled positions have starting wages
well above those in direct care; those
positions do not require the compassion,
training and background needed in the
disability support field.
Despite a lack of resources, Avenues and other
organizations are doing everything possible to
ensure sufficient, appropriate staff coverage.
All of this leads to the 2018 Illinois budget. With
Illinois’ $15 billion dollar backlog of unpaid

Welcome New Board Members
Jerry Feldman, incoming Board Chair, is a retired executive at MB Financial. He
has been involved with Avenues for two decades and has served as Chairman
of the Development Committee and served twice on the Campaign Leadership
Board. Jerry also played an integral role in launching the Chicago Partnership
Board. Jerry, his wife Susan, also a long-time volunteer of Avenues, and their son
Richard, live in Park Ridge.
Andrea Goodkin, Vice-Chair, is a partner at HUB International and
also served in the past on the Chicago Partnership Board. She would
like to “give back” professionally and help Avenues thrive and grow by
sharing the specific skills and experience she has gained as a human
resources professional. Andrea and her husband live in Chicago.

Sara McKitrick joined Avenues in 2014 as part of the Suburban Partnership
Board. Sara enthusiastically guides fundraising efforts, and served as Co-Chair and
Chair of the Love Affair Gala in 2015 and 2016. She and her husband John live in
Park Ridge with their two daughters, Teagan and Claire.

bills and
$130 billion
dollars in
Robert Okazaki
pension
liabilities,
you may ask “Why a wage increase?” Indeed,
these are a major concern. However, the lives
of individuals with disabilities also deserve
significant consideration.
At Avenues, individuals, families, friends,
volunteers, boards and staff stepped up each
time they were asked to contact their state
legislators to talk about the disability staffing
dilemma. Across the state, at town halls, in
committee hearings, by email, phone calls and
visits, constituents concerned about the
well-being of individuals with disabilities
hammered home the workforce crisis message.
In the end, despite resource deficiencies, bill
backlogs and no pension solutions, a budget
that included our increase was passed, vetoed
by the Governor, passed again and became
official on July 2, 2017.
Our success needs to be the first of many that
will ultimately expand the resources needed to
improve the lives of individuals with disabilities
in Illinois. Everyone involved has played an
important role in getting this done. Thank you.
http://theydeservemore.com

Foundations Support
our Programs
Avenues is thankful for the generous grants and
corporate gifts received since our last publication.

• Pert Foundation
For program support
• A. Montgomery Ward Foundation
For bathroom renovation at the
Herbst Family House
• Service Club of Chicago
For kitchen renovation at the
Herbst Family House
• Butler Family Foundation
Employment Options
• Sasser Family Charitable Giving Committee
HVAC at the Workcenter
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Rick Kryder, holding his GO AVES GO
pennant, takes a spin on the dance floor
with his father, Nevin.

Benny Velazquez, (left) Store Manager of the Park Ridge Jewel Osco, was recognized for Jewel’s Emcee Ron Reeves (left) presents Lisa and Rob
strong commitment to Avenues Job Placement Program. He is pictured with employees (from left) Jack with the Contractor of the Year award for
Cindy Krupski, Mike Reilly, Cindy Wroblewski, Bill Rogers, Denise Hacke, and Tim Kelly.
their partnership with the Work Center

GO AVES, GO! Annual Dinner and Dance Celebrates Avenues’ Champions
On June 16 more than 375 Avenues’ fans,
families, participants and staff joined together
at the Hilton Chicago/Northbrook to
celebrate our team of champions. Emcee Ron
Reeves proudly stated: “It took the Cubs 108
years to win the World Series, but Avenues
clients win every year!”
Attendee’s heard a passionate speech by
Presenting Sponsor and Foundation Board
Member Robert Washlow. “There is something
about the size of this organization that makes
it a very special place to be. It’s just large
enough to get things done but small enough

to be very personal and creates a special
warmth with the clients.”
Executive Director Bob Okazaki paid tribute
to outgoing Board Chair Peg O’Herron for her
four years of outstanding service. Peg thanked
everyone for “the many ways you’ve supported
me and our clients. The clients inspire me and
bring out the best in all of us.”
Long-time volunteer Patricia (Pat) Grimes
was presented with the 4th Annual “Spirit
of Avenues” Award for her many years of
commitment and dedication to Avenues.
(read more below)

Congratulating Peg O’Herron (second from left) for her four year
service as Chair of the Board are (from left) former Board Chairs Fred
Sasser, Jacki Kimel and Al Bartel - representing 100 years of service!

Looking great in their party attire are
participants and good friends Stephanie
Kegermann and David Goldblatt.

After dinner guests watched a celebration video
“GO AVES, GO”, a take on the popular “GO
CUBS, GO” song. Emcee Ron and the Avenues
“Super Fans” energized the crowd so that even
Sox’s fans were cheering “GO AVES, GO”. It
was a great way to kick off everyone’s favorite
part of the night-dancing!
To watch the evening’s presentation, the
“GO AVES, GO” video, and view more pictures,
please visit:
http://avenuestoindependence.org/Gallery/

Celebrating are family members (from left) Curtis Koch, Cathy Koch,
Tom Koch, Avenues participant Jeff Jones and Jeanine Jones.

Celebrating the Spirit of Avenues

Patricia Grimes (left) shares a special friendship with Cindy Krupski.
They met when Pat hired Cindy to roll coins at her bank in
Des Plaines more than 25 years ago.
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The 4th Annual Spirit of Avenues award was given to long-time Avenues volunteer
Pat Grimes. The award is given to individuals who are passionate about “putting
aside old ideas about what is possible” and embrace the wonderful diversity that the
people of Avenues bring to all of our lives. Pat was instrumental in the early days of
the community employment program and more than two decades later, continues
to be very involved with Avenues, serving on the Board of Directors and many
event committees. She truly encompasses longevity and lifetime dedication. In an
emotional speech, Pat said her “association with Avenues has been nothing short of
incredible. I’m humbled and grateful for this honor.”

We Thank our Annual Dinner Sponsors
We would like to thank our generous 2017 Annual Dinner Sponsors:

Presenting Sponsors

Frank and Carol Allgauer

Robert and Roberta Washlow

Program Sponsor
Patricia Rascia

Transportation Sponsor
Richard and Debra Winer

Terri Kaisling

DJ Sponsors

Howard and Alisa Singer

Client Table Sponsors

Glen and Laura Amundsen
Doris Blachut Trust
Lauren Brinati
Larry Friel
Bob Healy and Peg O’Herron
Lauren Brinati
James Grund
Alan and Carol Greene
Tom and Cathy Joyce

From left, Presenting Sponsors Frank Allgauer and Roberta and Robert Washlow.

Terri Kaisling
Larry Kearns Family
Armen and Carnig Minasian
JoAnn Casali Marchetti
Ron Marchetti

Client Support Sponsors
Shelly and Jacki Kimel
Bob and Nancy Lyons
Joe Marchetti
John and Sara McKitrick

Jim Meyer and Francine Ross
Collin Sasser and Alison
Whittington
Fred Voelkner

Jim and Kathy Powell
Annette Roma
Steve and Jolene Silverman

Terri Kaisling (left) with her sister, Avenues’ participant Noreen Kaisling

Sasser Society Welcomes New Members
The 17th Annual Sasser Society Reception
and Dinner took place on Thursday June 8
at the Park Ridge Country Club. The event,
hosted by Fred and Pam Sasser, was the
highest attended reception yet with more

than 70 guests in attendance. At the dinner a
brief video was shown on how Avenues has
touched the lives of Roy, Mary Kay and Charlie,
long-time participants of Avenues that were in
attendance. It is for participants like them that
the Sasser Society is committed to secure their
future of an independent life.
The Sasser Society members have secured
future gifts through estate planning,
and their planning will continue to
provide opportunities for individuals with
development disabilities. This year the society
welcomed new members: Glen and Laura
Amundsen, Jim Meyer and Francine Ross, and
Judith Parker.

Special thanks to Pam and Fred Sasser, who have hosted the
annual reception every year since its inception.

To find out more information about how to
invest in the future of Avenues by joining the

Eric and Mary Johnson with their Sasser Society Certificate.

Sasser Society please contact Vice-President
of Development Michele Shoolin at
847-292-0870 ext. 116 or via email at
shoolin@avenuestoindependence.org.

We apologize for the following errors or omissions in the 2017 Impact Report:
Gifts of $10,000-$19,999 received:

Gifts of $1000 - $4,999 received:

Gifts of $100 - $499 received:

Evelyn Boos
Wintrust

Lauren and Joseph Barron
Liam and Lynn Farrell

Ken and Mary Beth Wejman
Jennifer Johnson
Mary Ellen Weihmuller
Lenee Wolf
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Avenues/ Gorman Golf and Tennis Classic Opens “Windows” of Opportunities
On Monday, July 24 Avenues supporters joined
together for the 29th Annual Gorman/ Avenues
Golf and Tennis Classic at the Park Ridge Country
Club. Golfers and tennis players alike enjoyed
beautiful weather that made for a perfect day
on the green. Coming together to support
Avenues were 140 golfers and 12 tennis players,
Thank you to Fred Sasser and Sasser Family
Holdings for bringing 18 foursomes – a record
high - to the Classic.
Participant Brian Ray greets golfer Ryan McCarthy with a
gift bag

Special thanks to Classic Chair Steve Wilson
and his committee, along with the donors and
sponsors who once again made the Avenues/
Gorman Golf and Tennis Classic a success. As
we go to press, the Classic raised more than
$120,000 so that Avenues can continue its work
to provide individuals with developmental
disabilities a life with dignity and independence.

Participant Brendan Foley takes a moment from his
volunteer duties to pose with his parents, Hole in One
sponsors Alora and Leo Foley.

Classic Chair Steve Wilson congratulates Cindy Davenport,
winner of the Chicago Sports raffle prize.

More than 225 guests enjoyed cocktails,
dinner, a chance to win terrific raffle prizes and
support Avenues through a live auction. After
dinner, Chair of the Board Jerry Feldman led
the auction, which he called a “terrific window
of opportunity” to replace 44 windows in eight
apartments at Herbst Family House. Thanks to
generous donors more than $40,000 was raised
which will cover the cost to replace the windows.
Thanking the guests, Jerry stated that, “Avenues
provides a window for our clients, and today you
helped open that window a little wider.”

(from left) Rhonda Zielinski, Penny Wand and Sydney
Newman were among the 72 golfers that played from
Sasser Family Holdings.

Enjoying cocktails on the terrace are Patt and Dick
Spatafora, who have been sponsors for more than 25 years!

The committee is already making plans for the
30th Anniversary of the Classic, so mark your
calendars now for July 23, 2018! Visit the link
below to view the photos in the media gallery.
http://avenuestoindependence.org/gallery/Album.
cfm?ID=1117

Thanks to Jamie and Tom Zimmermann, beverage cart
sponsors, for keeping the players well hydrated!
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Getting in the swing of things are Marcelaine Zimmermann
and Jeff Walsh.

The Gorman Family celebrates 29 years of the Classic.
Top L to R: Mark Thalmann, Kevin Rice, Larry Thalmann,
Becky Thalmann, Ron Bjelopetrovich
Middle: Suzana Bjelopetrovich
Bottom L to R: Peggy Bjelopetrovich, Julie Rice, Vivien
Gorman, Amy Thalmann

Great Things Happen at Avenues!
Avenues Hits the Streets of Chicago

AT&T Pioneers Rock

Never a “Ruff” Day at Avenues

AT&T Pioneers Gerry and Jackie Steffgen (seated) with
Gary and Pat Miles were among the AT&T volunteers who
donated and assembled six new rocking chairs for Avenues.
The rocking chairs will help our participants relax both at the
work center and at four of our residential homes.

Kurt Kapustka, accompanied by an Avenues staff member,
recently hit the streets of Chicago for a little bit of sightseeing.
One of Kurt’s favorite stops was Buckingham Fountain,
pictured above.

We would like to thank the
2017 Classic Sponsors
Dinner and Driving Range Sponsor
Dale Kendrick

1,000 miles to raise more than $2,600

Jennifer Ross pets one of two therapy dogs from A Closer
Bond Dog Community Center in Palatine. Special thanks
to Danielle Karlson-Perrott who brought two graduating
“students” to the Work Center to interact with the
participants. Make no bones about it, the “furry friends”
were a big hit.

Avenues to the Rescue

Tennis Sponsors
Len and Barb Bunge

Thanks to the Wheeling Fire Department and staff member
Katie Garrity, participant Craig Dietrich received a
personal invite to visit the station. Craig, a big fan of the
fire department, met with the fire crew, learned about the
emergency vehicles and toured the station.

Lunch Sponsors
Curt and Linda Rodin

Invitation Sponsor

Ron Bjelopetrovich/
Dreamworks Graphic Communication

Putting Green Sponsors
Patt and Dick Spatafora

Halfway House Sponsors
Al and Lorie Bartel

Shelter Sponsors

Glen and Laura Amundsen

Hole in One Sponsors
Leo and Alora Foley

Mai Tai Spot

Bob Dow/Graystone Consulting
a business of Morgan Stanley

Beverage Cart Sponsors

Tom & Jamie Zimmermann
Bill Schmitz/ Arthur J. Rogers & Co.

Hole Sponsors

Automated Packaging Systems
Park Ridge Community Bank
Ed and Matt Coyne/Coyne & Co. Insurance
Mark Elliott/Elliott Builders
Jerry & Sue Feldman
Clark Gapen/ The Shoreline Group at Morgan Stanley
Rapco Asphalt Maintenance/ R.A.Peterson Co.
Sasser Family Holdings
Steve Schermerhorn/ Park Ridge Stationers
The Stonebridge Family
Luther Thomas

Board Member Matt Coyne (center), with his brother-inlaw Tony Lewandowski (left) and Bob Okazaki, at 3:30 am
on June 27 – the start of their 1,000 mile motorcycle ride to
benefit Avenues.

Christmas in July
Volunteer Kathy Seiwert
(pictured far right) and
participants in the Tuesday
Night Friends social group
celebrated Christmas in July
by caroling to Park Ridge
neighbors. A favorite annual
tradition, the carolers also
collected food for the St. Paul of
the Cross food pantry.
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We Hope to See You at these Upcoming Events!
Beyond the Runway Tea and Fashion Show

Spotlight on Wine

Sept.

17

Oct.

26

Visit our website at avenuestoindependence.org for more information and to register

Special thanks to Joe Ropski of Palwaukee Printing for providing color printing of Avenews.

Calendar of Events

September 17 – Beyond the Runway Tea and
Fashion Show
October 26 – Spotlight on Wine

AveNews Fall 2017
Avenews is published three times a year for
the friends of Avenues to Independence.
Avenues to Independence
(847) 292-0870 | www.avenuestoindependence.org
Circulation 4,000.
Chair of the Board
Executive Director
Editor
Photographers

Jerry Feldman
Robert Okazaki
Colleen Murillo
Laura Allworth
John J. Beusse
Colleen Murillo
Ron Reeves

Avenues to Independence is dedicated to
putting aside old ideas about what is possible.
We work in partnership with the community to support
and encourage people with disabilities to lead the lives
they choose. Our success will eventually be measured
by how little we are needed.
Avenues to Independence is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization providing
services for adults with intellectual, physical, and developmental disabilities. All
services and employment are provided on an equal opportunity basis. Avenues is
accredited by CARF (Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities).

