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Lives Worth Living
Jenny Dziedzic enjoys her friendship
with George Minasian (89 years young!)
and four other housemates at her
new home in Des Plaines.
Read full story about Lives Worth Living and our
Annual Dinner on page 2
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Avenews
Avenues’ Annual Dinner and Dance presents AVESTalks –

Ideas Worth Spreading and Lives Worth Living
Nearly 370 guests and program participants
celebrated with Avenues at the Annual Dinner
and Dance on Friday, June 17 at the Hilton
Chicago/ Northbrook Hotel.

guests learned firsthand about Lives Worth
Living at Avenues.
The residents at Cambridge House and the
recently acquired Okazaki Family House
provided insight into their personal lives; and
participants in the AveVenture Employment
Training Program at Avenues Thrift Shoppe
shared why they love working there. Guests
also learned about Avenues popular Fitness
Club and the expanding Art Program.

Participant Carol Pehrson (seated) joins the festivities
with family Mary Kopec (left) and Mary Mirus.
We thank our community of supporters! From left,
Sandy Schmeisser, Ed Coyne, Lorie and Al Bartel,
and Herb Schmeisser.

Executive Director Bob Okazaki welcomed
everyone who came to celebrate Avenues’ 63rd
Annual Meeting, and thanked them for their
continued participation through the years.
Emcee Ron Reeves and Case Manager Amy
Wenzl presented AVESTalks, a take-off on the
popular TED Talks internet series. Through their
discussion and with the help of multi-media,

Our participants’ favorite part of the evening is the
dancing - just ask Rengle Dansberry and Rick Kryder!

Bill Rogers, resident of Amundsen House, hugs good
friend Laura Amundsen.

AT&T Pioneers recipient of the Third Annual Spirit of Avenues Award
The Third Annual Spirit of Avenues Award
was presented to the AT&T Pioneers, who for
decades have been volunteering their skills
and services weekly to Avenues. Their unselfish
service and outstanding contribution to the

From left, Bob Okazaki with AT&T Pioneer members
Carl Heldmaier (holding award), Gus Zahareas,
Ed Flaherty, Mike Prindiville, Harry Webber, Dale
Seaberg, and Marv Anderson.
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mission and community of Avenues exemplifies
what is meant by “Spirit.”

A “Flood” of Opportunities

In presenting the award to the AT&T Pioneers,
Bob recalled, “Thirty years ago Avenues
experienced the first of two devastating
floods, that if not for the support of the
community back then, we might not have
been able to survive. One of the groups that
stepped up to support us was the Pioneers
from the AT&T Teletype plant in Skokie. It was
workers from there who provided us with
everything we needed after that flood to get
us back on our feet. Their legacy of volunteering
for the past 30 years is one that few groups
will ever be able to live up to as far as I’m
concerned here at Avenues.”
Accepting the award on behalf of the Pioneers,
Carl Heldmaier stated “I am really proud to
accept this award, and speaking for all of us

members, we really enjoy doing our work here.”
The Spirit of Avenues Award Presentation, along
with the photos from the Annual Dinner can be
viewed in the media gallery of Avenues’ website –
www.avenuestoindependence.org.

Bob Okazaki salvages Avenues’ computer equipment
from a flood in 1986. Hearing about our loss, the
AT&T Pioneers brought two truckloads of supplies to
help, and they’ve been helping us ever since.

From our Executive Director

“This is the best bad idea we have, sir. By far”
(Ben Affleck, as CIA Agent, Tony Menendez, in the 2012 movie Argo)
Just as in the movie Argo, where CIA agent Tony Menendez had to
convince his superiors to accept a crazy plan to save six American
hostages, so too, did the Illinois General Assembly present a plan to
Governor Rauner to save the people of Illinois.
On June 30th, the General Assembly passed and Governor Rauner signed
a temporary, six-month plan for Illinois’ new budget year. Unlike in
Argo, where their best bad idea was bad in a good way, Illinois’ plan is
just plain bad.

This era of bad deal-making in Illinois must come to an end.
This is an election year and you are urged to contact your
elected officials and candidates to demand an end to unreal
budgets and political hostage taking.
This budget provides authorizations that will permit schools to open this
fall, affords some relief for human service agencies and pays contractors
so that road and other capital projects can continue. Unfortunately for
individuals with disabilities and others who depend upon the state, their
real fates are still on hold. They remain budget hostages, unsure if they
and their services will live or die come December 1.
That’s because Illinois’ bad idea did nothing to solve any real
problems. The stopgap budget will be out of balance by an estimated
$10 billion dollars come December. By most accounting standards, this
would be cause for bankruptcy. Do any services get provided when a
state is bankrupt?
Absent bankruptcy, the budget still short-changes disability services with
a reimbursement model that is near or at the bottom of all fifty states.
Each year costs continue to increase; Avenues and the other support
organizations are still reimbursed at a level established in 2002. This bad
budget plan offers no real solutions. We are told that a real plan will come

after the November elections.
Meanwhile, scores of individuals in need
Robert Okazaki
of mental health, senior programs, child
care, health, disability and many other
services continue to lose out. People working in the helping professions
are being laid off by the thousands and many are now looking for work
outside of their chosen fields.
These individuals and countless others are hostages of the impasse.
Democrats and Republicans are hoping that the other side will be
blamed for the turmoil that they collectively have caused. Both sides
know that Illinois needs to reform its pension and taxing systems, better
fund its schools and improve social services. However, the only idea they
can agree on is to prolong the suffering in hopes that their opponent
caves in. No leadership exists to take on the real responsibilities of
solving our state’s problems.
This era of bad deal-making in Illinois must come to an end. This is an
election year and you are urged to contact your elected officials and
candidates to demand an end to unreal budgets and political hostage
taking. In the real life Argo, people from the President on down had to
make life or death decisions. It is time for Illinois’ leaders to come up with
a better good deal, one that makes life better for the citizens of Illinois.
Otherwise, the current bad plan only serves to condemn vulnerable
Illinoisans to a long, slow death.
The Argo story would have ended tragically if Menendez had left his group
in limbo, telling them that maybe he would be back in six months with
another idea. Instead, he and his superiors took actions that ultimately led
to freedom for the six hostages.
Between now and November, tell your elected officials to take action. A
better, good idea is needed now more than ever.

Special Thanks to our Annual Dinner Benefactors
Presenting Sponsor
Robert and Roberta Washlow

Client Sponsor
Richard and Debra Winer

Program Sponsor
Patricia Rascia

DJ Sponsor
Terri Kaisling

Client Table Sponsors
Anonymous Friend
Doris Blachut Trust
Evelyn Boos
Laura & Bill Madey

JoAnn Casali Marchetti
Bob Healy & Peg O’Herron
Jacki & Shelly Kimel

Jim Meyer & Francine Ross
Lyle & Barrie Shinn
Herb & Sandy Schmeisser
Fred Voelkner

Tom & Cathy Joyce
Larry Kearns &
the Kearns Family
Ron Marchetti
John D. Romano

Steve & Jolene Silverman
Theology of Park Ridge
Josh & Sally Washlow

Client Support Sponsors
Michael & Judith Brostoff
John & Beth DiMeo
Larry Friel
Janet Griesenauer
Lydia Janchitraponvej

Special Recognition Awards Among those recognized for their service to Avenues was Jim Cosma, of Atlas Imports
(left) with his wife, Mariana; and Holly Santelli (right) with her husband, Joe.
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28th Annual Avenues/Gorman Golf and Tennis Event – a record breaking Classic!
Once again Avenues’ supporters played like the
champions they are – both on and off
the course - at the Park Ridge County Club
on July 18.
The near capacity group of 138 golfers, 22
tennis players and 240 cocktail and dinner
guests, along with generous sponsors, helped
raise $160,000 for Avenues’ programs. This
included more than $65,000 that was raised
during a live auction and will be used to build a
second accessible restroom at the Work Center
in Wheeling, and purchase other work and
home needs.
A special shout out to Classic Chair Steve Wilson
and his 22 member committee for making the
classic one for the record books. Since the
Avenues/Gorman Classic was founded in 1989
by longtime supporter Bill and Vivien Gorman,
the event has raised more than $2.5 million.
a

Special thanks to Fred Sasser (right; holding sign) and Sasser Family Holdings. The group made up a record 15 foursomes,
and many traveled from across the country to participate.

b

c

d. Classic Committee Chair Steve Wilson (left) with committee
a. Enjoying cocktail hour after their tennis game are (from left)

member Mark Dow, the proud winner of the Golf Package raffle.

Denean Faraci, Holly Barrett, Carolyn Wine, and Kelly Bosker.

e. Special thanks to Classic tennis sponsor Len and Barbara Bunge.

b. In keeping with tradition, members of the Bill and Vivien

f. Special thanks to Sara McKitrick (left) and Beth DiMeo. Just
two of the 37 volunteers and nine clients who helped make the
Classic a success!

c. Dinner guests cheer Mary Dow as she holds up her winning

g. Congrats to the first place scramble foursome! The low-scoring
golfers are (from left) Mick Mazurczak, Tony DiTommaso, Mike
Bruni, and Curt Rodin.

Gorman family celebrate at the Classic. From left, LarryThalmann,
Ron Bjelopetrovich, Julie Rice, Becky and Amy Thalmann.
raffle ticket for the Dream Cruise raffle prize.

d
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e

f

g

We would like to thank our Classic sponsors
Steve and Chris Wilson
Cocktail Reception Sponsor

Dale Kendrick
Classic Dinner

Len and Barbara Bunge

Driving Range

Dick and Patt Spatafora
Putting Green

Classic Tennis Sponsor

Ron Bjelopetrovich/DreamWorks Graphic
Communication LLC

Curt and Linda Rodin

Invitations

Lunch Sponsor

Arthur J. Rogers & Co.
Glen and Laura Amundsen

Norm Anderson

Al and Lorie Bartel

Dale Kendrick/ Baranby’s

Beverage Carts

Individual Tennis Courts Sponsor

Halfway House

Luther Thomas and Cindy Davenport
Luther’s Circle

Mark and Rachel Dow- Under the Radar
Mai Tai Spot

Merril Lynch Global Wealth Management –
Oakbrook
Shelter

Leo and Alora Foley – Horizon Relocation Corp.
$10,000 Hole in One

Raffle and Hole Sponsors:
Brad and Dana Metzger

Mark LaVarre

Wilson Dow Group

Ancien Cycles

Affresco Restaurant

Under the Radar

Tom Conradi/Chicago Magazine

Dolcetti Pastries

Coyne & Co.

Chicago Freight Car Leasing

Tina Anderson/Just Thrive Probiotics

Park Ridge Community Bank

AVPS

Fred Webster

Jerry, Sue and Richard Feldman

Declan Stapleton & Ed Berry/
Harp & Fiddle Restaurant

Jim and Brigid Stonebridge

Mary Lou Loughlin

Steve and Judy Trapp

Bill and Sally Greaney – Air Expressions

Andy and Karen Finn

Steve Schermerhorn/Park Ridge Stationers

Fred Fagenholtz/Murphy’s Bleachers

Carolyn Wine/Erica’s Jewelry

Mary Ann Lindstrom

Ruth Lake Country Club

Shakou Restaurant

Bob Hoffman

Rapco Asphalt Maintenance/
R. A. Peterson Company

Holly Santelli/Serendipity Salon

Michael Bruni

Bernie and Joan Roer

Mark Elliott/Elliott Builders

Sasser Society Welcomes New Members
At the 16th annual Sasser Society reception
and dinner, seven families were introduced
into the society – Jerry and Sue Feldman,
Jerry and Roberta Horwitz, Alan Lifschultz
and Georgene Ross, MaryLou Loughlin,
Patricia Rascia, John and Jean Simms, and
Dianne Teipe.

John and Jean Simms were among the seven families
who joined the Sasser Society this year.

Guest speakers David Goldblatt and Stephanie
Kegermann talked about living in their Avenues’
supported homes, their jobs and active lifestyles, and
their friendship.

Our deepest thanks to Fred and Pam Sasser, who have
hosted the Sasser Society Dinner since its inception
16 years ago.

These caring donors joined the nearly 80
Sasser Society members that have invested
in our future by including Avenues in their
wills and estate plans. Over the past 15 years,
more than $2.2 million has been realized from
planned gifts to the Sasser Society.
Jerry and Sue Feldman (center) receive their Sasser
Society membership from Board Chair Peg O’Herron
and Executive Director Bob Okazaki.

The dinner was hosted by Pam and Fred Sasser
at the Park Ridge Country Club on June 9.
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Great Things Happen at Avenues
Chicago and Suburban Partnership Board
members and BDO employees clean up!

Clients on the move

Brian Ray proudly displays the gold medals he won in
the Special Olympics. Brian is one of several clients who
participted in the games.

Avenues After Work

Julie Carlisle, Chair of the upcoming Spotlight on Wine
(right) and Amanda Scott, helped to kick off the event with
an Avenues After Work get together.

Dirk Ahlbeck was among the 11 volunteers from BDO
offices in Des Plaines and Skokie who provided a
clean-up at Amundsen House.

Chad Andrulonis, Chris Johnson, and Mike Oakes (right
photo) were among the more than 90 young professionals

At Sasser Family House, Jennifer Johnson (left), from
the Chicago Partnership Board, gets ready to plant
flowers with Sue Feldman, Chair of the Suburban
Partnership Board.

Chicago Partnership Board Members Jolene Wise
Silverman (left) and Lauren Barron tackle weeds.
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Craig Dietrich was thrilled to get a personal tour of the
Park Ridge Police Station with Officer Ben Peterson. When
Craig’s case manager Katie Garrity found out how passionate he was for law enforcement, she arranged the visit.

that came to the Hubbard Inn on July 14 and raised $3,600
to fund Avenues’ Arts in Motion initiative.

Oops!

This photo of Avenues’ executive staff, taken at the Love
Affair, was incorrectly identified in the last AveNews.

Thanks to the Chicago Partnership Board, Jim Kolassa
enjoys riding in the new van at Avenues. The board’s
fundraising efforts at the 2015 Spotlight on Wine paid
for the much needed vehicle. Jim is assisted by staff
member Aaron Squire.

Collectively serving Avenues for 275 years! From
left, Michele Shoolin, Cathy Kerr, Bob Okazaki,
Floyd Kortenhof, Janice Valentine, Joni Kraft,
Ann Marie Ehrlich, and Ron Reeves.

Independence and Dignity in the Community
Independent living but together
in friendship

Mary Anne Sullivan –
independent to the max!

Working for independence at Jewel-Osco

At 5:36 am Mary Anne Sullivan boards the Metra
train in Park Ridge, the first part of a 90 minute
commute to her job at the Niles Fitness Center.
Departing the train at Jefferson Park, Mary Anne
then chooses what she calls “Plan A, B or C” – the
different bus routes she can take to complete her
journey – and she’s been doing that for 17 years.

Close friends Theresa Feldten and Doreen Aquado
enjoy being roommates at Sasser Family House.

Doreen Aquado and Theresa Feldten had a lot
in common, but it wasn’t until they became
roommates at Sasser Family House did they realize
how much they would share together. Even though
they were part of the Avenues family through their
work, they both lived with their parents for many
years. But before they died, their parents wanted
their daughters to have a secure place to call home
at Avenues.
For both women, the move to Avenues was a big
transition, but in the process Doreen and Theresa
became close friends and both believe, “It’s really
a good thing.” When Doreen’s father passed,
Theresa spoke at the service and said she was there
“to support my friend.” Doreen adds that, “We
were born to be friends and comfort each other.
“Even though Doreen works at the Work Center in
Wheeling, and Theresa at Barnaby’s Pizza in Des
Plaines, they are always helping each other out.
Brendan Borcik, Sasser Family House Residential
Manager says, “They stick together all the time –
through good and bad.”

A remarkable feat for anyone, but even more so for
Mary Anne, who is visually impaired. According to
her boss, Building Coordinator Ernie Papucci, “Mary
Anne is the most independent (legally) blind person
I’ve met. Her attitude is very positive and she’s very
responsible. When I have a bad day, she puts you in
a good mood – great reality check.”
Mary Anne is quick and very efficient at her job as
well. An attendant in the ladies locker room, she
makes sure there are plenty of towels neatly stacked,
and that the floors are kept dry.
On her days off Mary Anne commutes commutes 16
miles on public transportation to the Ann & Robert
H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago, where she
has been a long-time volunteer.

Mike Reilly has been a proud employee of the Park
Ridge Jewel-Osco for more than 16 years.

Patrons of the Park Ridge Jewel-Osco have been
warmly greeted and assisted by our participants
for more than two decades.
At any given time, shoppers are likely to see one
of Avenues’ six employees at Jewel bagging
their groceries, keeping the aisles clean, or
returning shopping carts.
Bill Rogers, with more than 23 years of service,
has built friendly relationships with many of the
customers. Rounding out the team of Avenues‘
co-workers are Denise Hacke, Tim Kelly, Cindy
Krupski, Michael Reilly, and Cindy Wroblewski.

Mary Anne Sullivan takes a break from her duties at
the Niles Fitness Center to pose with her boss, Building
Coordinator Ernie Papucci.

Two other Jewel-Osco stores employ our
workers. Nadine Henich, with over 20 years of
service at a closed Dominick’s, loves her new job
at the Jewel-Osco in Glenview, and Jim McClory
works at a Jewel-Osco in Des Plaines.

Creative Avenues – Art program expands to Work Center
So more participants can develop their
“creative” artistic self or even become budding
entrepreneurs, Avenues has started an art
program at the Work Center in Wheeling.
Every week, 18 “artists” are divided into two
classes instructed by Case Manager Elaina Kray
and assisted by Social Services Coordinator Alma
Funches. The participants enjoy the classes so
much that there is a waiting list of 40 participants
anxious to participate. Over the years, several
artists have earned extra money from selling their
artwork at Avenues’ fundraisers.
Pam O’Donnell gets assistance from Elaina Kray during
the art session. Pam confided that she originally thought
the class “would be like kindergarten,” but now says “it’s
a professional art class.”

“Always smiling” is how customers describe Denise
Hacke while she bags their groceries.
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Mark your calendars now

Celebrate with Avenues at these popular events!
AveNews Fall 2016
Avenews is published three times a year for
the friends of Avenues to Independence..
Avenues to Independence
(847) 292-0870 | www.avenuestoindependence.org
Circulation 4,000.
Chair of the Board
Executive Director
Editor
Photographers

Peg O’Herron
Robert Okazaki
Laura Miles Lockwood
Laura Miles Lockwood
John J. Beusse
Ron Reeves

Avenues to Independence is dedicated to
putting aside old ideas about what is possible.
We work in partnership with the community to support
and encourage people with disabilities to lead the lives
they choose. Our success will eventually be measured
by how little we are needed.

Visit our website at avenuestoindependence.org for more information and to register

Special thanks to Joe Ropski of Palwaukee Printing for providing color printing of Avenews.

Avenues to Independence is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization
providing services for adults with intellectual, physical, and
developmental disabilities. All services and employment are provided
on an equal opportunity basis. Avenues is accredited by CARF
(Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities).

