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Computer skills score
a victory for #1 fan!
Work Center participant Jevon
Plummer is thrilled to be
recognized by the Chicago Bulls.
(read more on back cover)

Ave news
Annual Awards Dinner and Dance

Connecting People and Changing Lives
guests at the Stephens
After the interviews, the celebration
Ballroom in Rosemont,
concluded with the most anticipated event
emcee Ron Reeves
of the evening – dancing! The dance floor
expressed, “We’re all
quickly filled up as the music from the disc
involved in a very
jockey’s sound system filled the ballroom technological era now
a technology we have fortunately enjoyed
and we’re all connected
for many years!
in a multitude of ways.
The people we serve
have the same desires
to stay connected. It’s
our job at Avenues
to help support and
encourage them to be
individuals, to learn
new things, and to
explore this aspect…
On stage, emcee Ron Reeves gets a laugh from participant Cheryl
helping them to lead
Grafman. Cheryl, along with (from l to r ) Kelly Doheny, Cindy
the lives they choose.”
Wroblewski, Kym Dohnke, John Wijas, and Jim Kolassa shared how
Jim Kearns (center) celebrates
To learn firsthand how
they use technology, as the interpreter signs for the deaf audience
with his family members.
members.
our participants are
learning and exploring
This year’s Annual Awards Dinner and
this technology, Ron
Dance celebrated how lives at Avenues
conducted impromptu interviews with
have changed by putting aside old ideas
some of our participants. Here are a few of
about what is possible. That has always
their stories:
been Avenues’ vision, and that vision was
When Cambridge House resident Jim
embraced by Jane and Albert Wohlers.
Kolassa saw an Apple iPad tablet computer
In their honor, the first annual Jane and
a staff member was using, he thought,
Albert Wohlers Visionary Award was
“That was awesome. I love that thing.”
presented at the dinner. Mr. Wohlers and
With money earned from Jim’s jobs at the
his late wife Jane were given the award in
work center, he bought his own iPad, and
recognition of their generous philanthropy
took a class at the retail store Abt to learn
and their belief that everyone deserves the
how to use it. Now Jim enjoys watching
After the program, everyone dances the
opportunity to be a productive member
movies on Youtube, listening to music, and
night away!
of the community. (Please read story
getting stats on his favorite sports team –
honoring the Wohlers on page 3.)
the Chicago Blackhawks.
The dinner, held on June 22, also
Resident Cindy Wroblewski is
showcased
also a big iPad fan, and uses it for
the many ways
reference as well as entertainment.
technology
She regularly checks out gluten
- such as
free food lists and the weather
computers, cell
reports. Cindy, who enjoys the
phones, the
game Angry Birds, provided an
internet and
entertaining explanation on how
social media –
to play the popular game.
are changing
Kelly Doheny likes friends, and has
the lives and
nearly 200 of them on her personal
connecting
Facebook page. When she’s not
Avenues
Gail Haller (left) of the
connecting with her computer
participants.
Park Ridge Community
friends, she sees them in person
Albert Wohlers waves to the guests as he
Fund receives a special
Addressing
- as a volunteer at Avenues Thrift
and his family members are introduced. From left is
appreciation certificate
the crowd of
Shoppe and at the Park Ridge
his daughter Nancy Malik, son-in-law Jim Malik, and
from VP Development
more than 400
Library.
granddaughter Natalie Malik.
Ann Marie Ehrlich.
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First Wohlers Visionary Award presented at Annual Dinner
Jane and Albert Wohlers are the inaugural recipients of the
Wohlers Visionary Award: Imagining the Possibilities …
Creating the Future.
Albert Wohlers and his late wife Jane, received the award
in recognition of the generous support they have given
to Avenues throughout the decades. The Wohlers shared
Avenues’ vision to put aside old ideas about what is
possible, and they understood the power of those ideas.
The Wohlers Visionary Award will be presented annually
at the Love Affair to recognize an individual, family,
business or organization that shares the Wohlers
Albert Wohlers and his late wife Jane
vision, disregards outdated stereotypes, envisions
Albert Wohlers, holding the first Annual
are pictured in front of the front of
the possibilities and positively impacts the Avenues to
Wohlers Visionary Award, is pictured with
Avenues’ main office, the Jane and
Independence community.
Robert Okazaki, Andrew Malik, Natalie
Albert Wohlers Center at 515 Busse
Malik, Nancy Malik, Beth Cunningham,
Highway in Park Ridge.
Executive Director Robert Okazaki spoke on the Wohlers
Jacki Kimel, and Jim Malik.
long-time commitment to Avenues. “Our people are
grateful to you and your family for the far range of
residential employment and day programs that you have helped to provide. I’ve been fortunate
enough to be the Executive Director for 29 years, and the Wohlers name has always been a part of Avenues during my tenure and certainly
you had been involved with us for many many years before that. Not only has your philanthropy helped individuals with disabilities, but
your support has literally put Avenues to Independence on the map.”
In 2005, Jane and Albert Wohlers bestowed a gift that enabled Avenues to secure the Jane and Albert Wohlers Center, Avenues’ main office,
at 515 Busse Highway in Park Ridge, ensuring that Avenues will enrich our community for generations to come.
Bob addressed the Wohlers generosity, “Your concern for the people of Avenues has provided a tremendous foundation from which we’ve
been able to really do well …and has enabled us to make plans for quite literally the next 60 years of Avenues to Independence…Mr.
Wohlers, what you and Mrs. Wohlers did for Avenues allows people with disabilities to fulfill their dreams.”

Work Center Staff Saves Life
An ordinary day at the work center literally changed in a heartbeat – or to be precise,
the lack of one.
Earlier this summer, a worker recently collapsed and showed no signs of breathing.
Staff members who witnessed it immediately alerted other staff, and they sprang
into synchronized action: Whitney Camp called 911, Victor Naut and Kevis Groves
checked vital signs, Maggie Ruyle grabbed her CPR mask and began mouth to mouth
resuscitation, while Alma Funches performed chest compressions. At the same time,
other crew members ran to get the Automated External Defibrillator (AED), and kept
the workers calm and the aisles clear for the paramedics.
Fortunately, the worker started breathing and had a pulse in less than 60 seconds, but
to Alma, “It seemed like forever.” The staff carefully rolled him on his side to make sure
there was no airway obstruction and closely monitored him as they waited for the
paramedics, who arrived in less than 10 minutes.
Thanks to the quick, focused teamwork and expert training by the staff, a worker’s life
The quick response and CPR administered by work
was saved.
center staff members including (from left) Whitney
All of Avenues vocational direct support professionals (DSP’s) are certified in American
Camp, Alma Funches, Maggie Ruyle, and Kevis Groves
Red Cross First Aid, CPR (cardiopulmonary resuscitation) and AED (automated external
saved a participant’s life.
defibrillator) training. Alma, Social Services Coordinator, is also a certified instructor
and has been teaching staff members for over 12 years.
The worker, who had a previously undiagnosed cardiac issue, is back to spending “ordinary” days at the work center.
Did you know….the work center has put UPC codes on over 1 million Gatorade bottles since January, and another 100,000 are being
processed. Thanks to PepsiCo Chicago, the contract job has provided steady work for 40 workers since January.
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Volunteers Make Great Things Happen at Avenues!
a. Ross Fasano (left) facilitated the Chicago premiere of the
feature film Musical Chairs as a benefit for Avenues. With
Ross is his wife Nancy, daughter-in-law Amy, and son Dave
Fasano, a Chicago Partnership Board member.

a.

b. A huge thank you to (from left) Bruce Cook, Tracy
Zimak, Tracy Ahlbeck , Marilyn DiCosola, and the 14 other
volunteers from SS&G who spent two full days painting and
doing yardwork at both Sasser and Herbst Family Homes.

b.

c.

c. Employees from PepsiCo Chicago sponsored a picnic
for Avenues residents. Thanks to (l to r) Eustathia Panousis,
Chicago Partnership Member Karen Clarke, Maureen Bauer,
Patricia Tiner, Danny Bauer (standing) Kris Pedersen, and his
son, Pascal Pedersen for sharing their time, creativity, and
culinary talents!

Heritage Society Renamed to Honor Sasser Family
The Sasser family was
instrumental in developing the
society, whose membership
currently has nearly 50 families
and individuals. Governing
Board and Heritage Society
Member Al Bartel paid tribute.
“Ever since Doris Sasser laid
her eyes on a group of young
people with developmental
disabilities at her church and
wondered with concern what
can be done to help them, she
and her husband Bob - in fact
Members of the Sasser Family honored at the Sasser Society
three generations of Sassers
dinner and reception are (from left) Fred and Pam Sasser,
– have responded by sharing
John and Leigh Sasser, Alison Whittington, Collin Sasser, and
Rebecca and Shad Peterson.
their time and their gifts.”
“To celebrate the legacy of
Twelve years ago the Heritage Society was
the giving of the Sasser family, and to
established to recognize and honor
celebrate the significance and impact
donors whose future gifts will ensure
they’ve had on securing our future, the
continued support and opportunities for
Heritage Society will forever be known as
Avenues participants.
the Sasser Society.”
On May 3, at the twelfth annual Heritage
Fred Sasser, son of Doris and Bob
Society dinner, it was Avenues turn to
Sasser, gave credit to his parents. “I’m
recognize the Sasser family for their
very proud to have been brought up
commitment and philanthropy that has
in a family where the value of trying to
spanned three generations.

Anita Hornbrook receives Volunteer of the Year Award
For over a decade, Anita Hornbrook has warmly greeted and assisted customers at
the Avenues Thrift Shoppe with a passion that’s hard to rival. In recognition for her
outstanding volunteer efforts and dedication to Avenues, Anita recently received the
Volunteer of the Year Award. However, the celebratory luncheon was also a farewell
party, as Anita and her husband Jim, a long-time Suburban Partnership Board Member,
moved out of state earlier this summer. Surrounded by her Thrift Shoppe co-workers and
Avenues friends, Anita and Jim promised to visit often. Even though they will be gone,
they certainly won’t be forgotten.
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serve other people
was critical, and that
has permeated all
throughout our
entire family.”
Collin Sasser, grandson
of Doris and Bob
Sasser, added that
The Sasser Society
“Being a part of
welcomes new
Avenues has opened
member William
my eyes…given me
Dearhammer.
great insight into
how we help those
who cannot actually help themselves but
we really do try as best we can. I feel my
support goes a very long way.”
The Sasser Society Members and guests
present at the reception, held at the
Park Ridge County Club, also heard from
program participant and guest speaker
Cheryl Grafman. Cheryl spoke about her
job as receptionist at Avenues Jane and
Albert Wohlers Center, and shared her
anticipation (and excitement!) about her
upcoming move out of her parent’s home
and becoming an Avenues resident.

Anita Hornbrook
is congratulated
(from left) VP
Development Ann
Marie Ehrlich,
husband Jim
Hornbrook, and
Thrift Shoppe
Manager Mike
Frustini.

From our Executive Director

21,000 Need Community Disability Services in Illinois
Earlier this year, Governor Pat Quinn announced his “Rebalancing
Initiative” to modernize Illinois developmental disability
service system. This is a process that will move Illinois from an
institutional model of support to one that is community-based.
Robert Okazaki,
Executive Director
In many issues of these Avenews, I have criticized Illinois’ overuse
of institutional services for individuals with autism, cerebral palsy,
Down Syndrome and other intellectual, physical and developmental disabilities.
Illinois, with the 8th largest institutional population in the US, has made it very difficult
for individuals with disabilities who desire support services from Avenues and other
community disability providers. While the state routinely provides cost-of-living and
other increases for its own institutional services, community programs have received
no increases and often wait up to six months for service reimbursements. As a result,
community services struggle to keep pace and now have a waiting list that exceeds
21,000 people across Illinois.
The Governor’s plan is an important first step toward bringing Illinois’ disability
system into the 21st century. Strategically, Illinois must rebalance and invest all future
disability resources toward community services:
•TheIllinoisinstitutionalsystemprovidessupportfor2,000individualswithdisabilities.
•ThecommunitysystemthatincludesAvenuesnowsupportsover50,000individuals.
•Waitinglistdatashowsanoverwhelminginterestincommunity-basedservices,while
requests for institutional placement are almost non-existent. Yes, there is and will
be concern for the well-being of the 2,000 institutional residents and their families.
There is and will be concern for those downstate communities that will experience an
economic setback when their local institution closes.
However, aren’t the supporters of the institutional model just postponing the pain?
Per capita institutional costs continue to rise at an astronomical rate. Today’s $197k
average cost is already unaffordable; what happens at $250k or $300k? At some point,
even the senators and representatives from the districts representing institutional
communities cannot justify maintaining the status quo. The hit needs to be taken now
and those resources redirected toward modern services that individuals actually want.
All of this financial talk pales in comparison to the real pain experienced by the 21,000
who wait for services. Over 3,000 of these individuals are in emergency crisis and need
immediate help. When you consider that 300 go off the list in a typical year, it would
take 10 years to clear just the emergency backlog.
Earlier this spring, Avenues held a family meeting where legislators and candidates for
office came to hear about the problems with Illinois’ disability support system and to
express their support for needed improvements.
All 59 senators and 118 representatives are up for election this November. It is crucial
that you reach out to let your own legislators know that you will vote based upon their
support of Avenues and other community services. Ask your family and friends to do
likewise. 21,000 individuals are depending on you.

Executive Director Robert Okazaki (right) welcomes
guest state legislators and candidates. Pictured are
(from left) Rep. and Avenues Suburban Partnership
Board Member Elaine Nekritz (D-57), senate
candidate Julie Morrison (D-29), rep candidate Susan
Sweeney (R-55), Rep. Daniel Biss (D-17), rep candidate
Bruce Randazzo (D-20), Senator Dan Kotowski
(D-33), senate candidates Jim O’Donnell (R-28), and
Arie Friedman (R-29), and state rep candidate Laura
Fine(D-17). Present but not pictured was Rep. Tom
Morrison (R- 54) district.

Avenues Prepares

for the Future

More than 100 family members and
friends of Avenues attended the annual family meeting this spring to
receive valuable updates on the status
of our programs., They also learned
about “the state of the state” from 10
local legislators and candidates.
Executive Director Bob Okazaki
emphasized to the audience how
critical it is to let legislators know we
need their help. With payments from
the state significantly late, and talks
about increasing budget cuts, it is
vital that our legislators work to
ensure programs aren’t reduced or
even eliminated.
To that end, Jerry Feldman, Chair
of the Campaign Leadership Team,
recognized the commitments of
family members to the Campaign for
Independence, a five year fundraising
initiative with a goal of $3.8 million.
“To date we have secured $1.9 million
in commitments. It’s a tremendous
accomplishment that we have hit the
half way mark.” Jerry further explained
that the Campaign will help finance the
future of Avenues so our participants
can continue to live, learn, and work
with dignity and independence in the
years to come.
Next year’s annual meeting is
scheduled for Sunday, April 14, 2013.

Generous Foundation
Support

Avenues is thankful for the generous
grants we received since our last
publication:
•A.MontgomeryWardFoundation
– funding for residential bathroom
renovations
•ParkRidgeNoonKiwanis–support
of art program (please read story on
page 7)
•SasserFamilyHoldings–
new passenger van
•WohlersFamilyFoundation–funding
improvement projects in our homes
and work center
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24th Annual Avenues/Gorman Golf
and Tennis Event - a Classic from
Start to Finish

Avenues supporters played like pros on July 23, displaying
not only their golf and tennis skills, but their champion
spirit as the temperature hit a high of 97 degrees.
From the mid-morning registration through the cocktail
reception, dinner and awards, scores of volunteers and
staff ensured that the players and guests kept their cool
and enjoyed the camaraderie, food, and amenities of the
Park Ridge Country Club.
Thanks to Classic Committee Chairman Steve Wilson
and his team, 126 golfers and tennis players, 232 dinner
guests, and numerous sponsors, helped raise more than
$50,000 to support Avenues programs.
At the dinner and awards banquet, Bill Gorman, who was
instrumental in the creation and in developing the Classic
over the years, spoke on its longevity. “We didn’t plan to
make it 24 years, but it keeps getting better and better.”
Executive Director Bob Okazaki acknowledged the
tremendous success of the Classic through the years.
“This organization was founded on the premise of people
helping people, and it continues with your help today.”
George Minasian is one of those people who has
benefitted from the generosity shown by the Classic
supporters. At 85, George is the oldest resident living at
Avenues, and has been part of our programs for 25 years.
“George,” according to Bob, “is a classic example of what
individuals with disabilities can do.”
Visit the media gallery at www.avenuestoindependence.org
to view more pictures.

a.

c.

b.

d.

f.

e.

g.

h.

a. Golfer Mike Townsend receives his “goodie bag” from
participant Bill Rogers.
b. Foundation Board Member Curt Rodin (left) and Mike Bruni
(waving) of Laurus Strategies were part of the foursome that
got the “high” honor prize for the “low” golf score.
c. Bill Gorman has still got that swing after 24 years of
“Classic” performance.
d. She’s got it! Brigid Stonebridge takes a well -aimed swing as
Tom Ahlbeck looks on.
e. Classic Chair Steve Wilson gives the outing a big thumbs up.
f. Avenues is thankful for the many corporate groups that
support the Classic every year. Fred Sasser (left), representing
Chicago Freight Car Leasing, is joined by Lisa and Bill McBain, and Jim Kennedy.
g. Bill Manika (in white) has the distinction of attending the Classic nearly every year since its inception. The other
foursome members are (from left) Jim Connors, Les Kirtz and Jim Byrne.
h. Special thanks again this year to corporate sponsor MB Financial Bank. Joining Campaign for Independence Chair
Jerry Feldman (right) are from left (Sean McGuire, John Sassaris, Chris Habjan, Nick Cox, Evelyn Guzman, Rick Berthold
(behind Evelyn), Bernard Bartilad, Ken Holub, and Jerry Kallio.
i. Participant George Minasian, 85 years young, shares stories about his life at Avenues while Executive Director Robert
Okazaki looks on.
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8th Annual Spotlight on Wine will Change Lives

When Avenues Chicago-based Partnership Board learned that several
long-time residents must vacate their home by year’s end that Avenues has
maintained, they decided something had to be done.
Around the same time, the board was planning the upcoming 8th annual
Spotlight on Wine. As a result, they decided that all proceeds from the
Spotlight on Wine will fund the down-payment of a new ranch home for
five men with disabilities. By popular request, this year’s Spotlight on Wine
on Thursday, October 4, will once again be held at the Primitive Gallery in
Chicago.
Sample up to six wines, enjoy food from Hels Kitchen, and bid on a fabulous David Tiderman, Craig Randall, Bob Olson, and Kurt Kapustka are the
two night getaway in the Angels and Kings penthouse suite at Chicago’s
four Avenues residents who will benefit directly from Spotlight on Wine.
celebrated Hard Rock Hotel.
Registration and sponsorships are available online at www.avenuestoindependence.org, or call Michele Shoolin at 847-292-0870 X 116.

New Board of Directors Members Elected

Jeanne Doheny, Clark Gapen, and Tom Garcea have
been elected to serve on Avenues Board of Directors
for a three year term.

Avenues is honored to welcome new
board members Jeanne Doheny, Clark
Gapen, and Tom Garcea. Each brings
their individual talents and passion
for Avenues.
Jeanne Doheny, a Park Ridge resident,
has co-chaired the Irish Fest for the
past two years, and is the mother of
program participant Kelly Doheny.
Jeanne teaches at Roosevelt School in
Park Ridge.

Clark Gapen has participated in several Avenues
events throughout the years, but wanted to take
a more active role in the organization. Clark, who
has a family member in the program, resides in
Winnetka, and is a First Vice President at Morgan
Stanley Smith Barney.
Tom Garcea has been very supportive of Avenues
for many years, and expressed a desire to serve
in a larger capacity. Tom, a Park Ridge resident, is
owner of RG Construction.

Thrift Shoppe to present a Tea
and Fashion Show

Join Avenues at Recycling
Avenue’s Fifth Annual Walk-n-Roll

Brickton Art Center Partners
with Avenues

You are cordially invited to an afternoon
tea and fashion show on Saturday,
November 3, at the Summit of Uptown in
Park Ridge. Presented by the Thrift Shoppe
staff, volunteers and program participants,
the event will showcase fashions from the
Thrift Shoppe. Tickets are $35 each, and
proceeds will benefit the Thrift Shoppe
training program for Avenues participants.
Check www.avenuestoindependence.org
for more information, or contact Ann Marie
at 847-292-0870 X 108.

On Saturday, September 22, support
Recycling Avenue and enjoy a leisurely
two mile walk (or roll) around Lake
Arlington in Arlington Heights.
Registration is $10 per person, or $25 per
family. Sign in at 9:30 am, Walk-n-Roll
from 10 am to 12 noon. Bring your small
recyclables! There will be refreshments,
giveaways and raffles available.
All proceeds will benefit
Recycling Avenue. Email
your registration to
ra@avenuesonline.org, or call
Silvia at 847-951-1607.

Thanks to a generous grant from the Park
Ridge Noon Kiwanis Club, Avenues has
formed a partnership with the Brickton
Art Center. Avenues popular art classes,
besides being held at the Jane and Albert
Wohlers Center, now meet once a month
at Brickton, our neighbor at 306 Busse
Highway.
“I have been so impressed with the
students’
dedication
and eagerness
to learn,”
says Brickton
Executive
Director Alyssa
Kulak. “This
has been a
really positive
partnership
and we look
forward to a
Brickton Executive Director
colorful future
Alyssa Kulak consults with Brian
working with
Ray on his bird sculpture.
Avenues.”

Connect with Avenues on Facebook!
Avenues is working to increase our online presence and you can help! Please go to our
Facebook page and click “Like.” If you do, you will be notified of our upcoming events
and learn more about the people we serve. Then when you see our posts you can help
spread the word about Avenues by clicking “Share” and “Like” on our stories so your
friends see them as well. Great things happen everyday at Avenues and
this is an easy way you can help us let more people know about them.
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Jevon Uses New
Computer Skills
to Connect with
Chicago Bulls!
While assisting in the Recycling Avenue program
at the work center in Wheeling, Jevon Plummer began to practice
typing on one of the computers. At first, he could type only
single words, but then he began to write full sentences. Now
Jevon patiently types his own short stories and even letters to his
girlfriend, using only his index finger. According to Jevon, working
on the computer “is like I’m free….like I am out of jail.”
A big Chicago Bulls fan, Jevon decided to send them a “pep speech”
letter when the Bulls needed a final victory to play in the finals.
When he completed the letter, he was so proud to print it out and
send it to them.
The Bulls responded by sending Jevon a 2011-2012 yearbook, and
a personalized certificate to their No.1 fan – Jevon Plummer. Recycling Avenue
Manager Kristin Beusse presented the package to an elated Jevon. According
to Kristin, “I have never seen Jevon so happy and was thankful to capture this
exciting moment for him.”
To understand just how much the Bulls and basketball means to Jevon is to
know a little about his past. When he was four years old, Jevon was hit by a car
while chasing a ball. Because of that incident, he is permanently in a wheelchair,
but Jevon hasn’t let his disability thwart the “positive attitude and great joy he
holds, “adds Kristin.
Jevon Plummer is a wonderful example of how the people of Avenues have put
aside old ideas about what is possible. The Chicago Bulls think so, too.
Special thanks to Joe Ropski of Palwaukee Printing for providing color printing of Avenews.
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Avenues to Independence is dedicated to
putting aside old ideas about what is possible.
We work in partnership with the community to support
and encourage people with disabilities to lead the lives
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