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We are pleased 
to announce 
that in 
recognition 
of the 

commitment 
and decades 
of support by 
Vivien and 
Bill Gorman, 

this and all 
future editions of 

AveNews will be 
named in honor of The Bill and Vivien 
Gorman Publishing Endowment.  Their 
on-going and generous philanthropy 
to Avenues to Independence has made 
a significant difference in the lives of 
our participants – philanthropy that has 
spanned half a century.  This publishing 
endowment is particularly meaningful 
as Bill Gorman was President and CEO of 
Gorman Publishing Company.

The Gorman’s relationship with Avenues 
began in the mid 1960’s, when Vivien 
became a teaching volunteer. Avenues 
was named Northwest Suburban Aid 
for the Retarded (NSAR) at the time, and 
only served children with developmental 
disabilities since there were little or no 
public school education programs.   Vivien 
took on the role of a teacher and taught 
important daily living skills so the children 

could 
become more 
independent.  
To this day, 
some of the 
children in 
her classes 
have grown 
up with 
Avenues, 
and as they 
become 
senior 
citizens, are 
still in our 
programs.   
 
 

After instructing classes for three years, 
Vivien took time off to raise her own six 
children. 
Two decades later, Bill joined Avenues’ 
Corporate Board, a volunteer group of local 
business professionals.   Bill remembered 
Vivien’s earlier commitment and was 
interested in helping out.  Bill felt, “The 
timing was right for me. I was looking to 
become involved in a meaningful way.  
Avenues was local, well-run and I knew 
that any contributions we made 
would go mostly to programs, 
not administrative costs.”  That 
decision has made a lasting 
impact on Avenues.  In 1989 he 
and Vivien sponsored the first 
Avenues/Gorman Classic.  The 
event has continued for 23 years, 
and has raised more than $1.75 
million  for programs.  In Vivien and 
Bill’s honor, starting with the 24th 
Annual Classic in July, 2012, the 

event will forever 
be known as the 
Avenues/Gorman 
Golf and Tennis 
Classic.  
Bill is also a long-
time member 
of the Board 

of Directors, and was a steering 
committee member for Avenues 
first capital campaign in 1991. The 
campaign raised $3.25 million to acquire 
the Wheeling work center and Avenues’ 
administrative office, the Jane and Albert 
Wohlers Center.  
Because Avenues’ future is very important 

to them, Vivien and Bill proposed the 
creation of the Heritage Society, comprised 
of donors who make a future commitment 
to Avenues in their wills. They became 
charter members at its inception in 2001. 
In the ensuing years, more than 40 families 
have invested in Avenues’ future with a 
provision in their estate plans.
Bill believes Avenues’ place in the 
community is a “continuous circle.” He said, 
“People work and live in the community. 

They earn money, shop and pay taxes. They 
give back. This is fulfilling for them and 
good for all of us.” Viv says she and Bill value 
the good fortune they have had in life and 
believe in the “spirit of giving back.” 
That spirit has made all the difference. 

 The Avenues/Gorman Golf and  
Tennis Classic has raised more  
than $1.75 million for programs.

At the 1990 Avenues/Gorman Classic , Vivien and Bill pose with participants (from left)  Ed Derrickson, 
Mary Grace Powell, Stephanie Kegermann, Bob Olson, George Minasian, Lori  Guthrie, and Kym Dohnke.  

More than 20 years later, these men and women are all still in our programs.  

In keeping tradition, Bill 
Gorman takes his 24th first 
swing at hole #1 at the 2011 
Avenues/Gorman Golf and 

Tennis Classic.

Vivien and Bill are surrounded by family and friends at the 
July 25, 2011 Classic banquet.  Seated (from left) are: Amy 

Thalmann, Bill, Viv, and Vera Bjelopetrovich. Standing 
(from left) are:  Ron Bjelopetrovich, Margaret Tower, Kim 
Walsh, Rebecca Michalek, Peggy Gorman Bjelopetrovich, 

and Vlado Bjelopetrovich. 
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Illinois is #1! Pop quiz.  In what area 
does Illinois rank number one?  
Football?  Definitely not. Doesn’t even 
make the top 25.  Unemployment?  
Nope.  10% unemployment puts 
Illinois at 11th.  Nevada holds the top 
spot at 13.4%.  Foreclosures? Getting 
close at 5th;  California takes this prize.  
Bank failures? Just missed.  Second 
behind Florida.

The statistic where Illinois ranks 
number one, ignominious as it may 
be:  payment delays to nonprofit 
human service organizations!
According to the Urban Institute, a 
non-partisan research group based  
in Washington D.C., in its “National 
Study of Nonprofit Government 
Contracting”, Illinois is first in late 
payments among all the 50 states.  
This same study ranks Illinois 3rd in 
payments that do not cover the full 
costs of the contracted services.
Any first year business student can 
tell you that if you can’t cover your 
expenses and customers don’t pay, 
your venture is unlikely to survive.  
During the last 10 years, in its quest 
to expand services at the lowest costs 
possible, Illinois utilized small entities, 
some family run, that were willing to 
open group homes at rates below the 
average costs established by more 
experienced service providers.  To deal 
with the underfunding, these 4-12 
person providers streamlined services 
in an attempt to break even.  When 
the extended payment cycle kicked 
in, their undercapitalized operations 
began to go out-of-business.  
As the payment delays continued,  
even the larger, more traditional 

From our Executive Director We’re Number One – Sadly!

Robert Okazaki,  
Executive Director

Robert Okazaki,  
Executive Director

service providers began to suffer.  Credit 
lines were maxed out; debt ratios 
skyrocketed and layoffs, furloughs 
and outright service reductions were 
implemented in an attempt to reduce cash 
outlays and overall expenses.  To make 
matters worse, the FY 12 Illinois budget 
extended payment delays another week.  
Today, our state’s human services safety 
net is held up by a thread.   Any added 
delays that increase our $3.3 billion of 
unpaid bills will snap that thread, leaving 
thousands of persons with disabilities, 
health care needs and other important 
services at substantial risk of neglect, harm 
and other potential abuses.
This spring, there was much debate 
about borrowing to help pay down this 
backlog of past due bills.  The media and 
others positioned this as just another ploy 
to garner funds that would be used for 
additional spending and pet projects.   
Left unreported, was the fact that Illinois 
had in effect, already borrowed from 
the many charitable organizations who 
have fronted the cash needed to provide 
important services. 

Avenues paid for staff, gasoline, rent, 
mortgages, phone and other costs of 
providing services.  We then billed the 
state and waited.  30, 60, 90, 120 days 
go by and if we are lucky, a payment 
might arrive.  Last year, the cycle 
exceeded six months.  
Avenues to Independence is now a 
defacto bank for the state.  We routinely 
wait for $500,000 in payments; it has been 
as high as $1.2 million.  Instead of directing 
hard earned charitable dollars and other 
community funds to support persons 
with disabilities, we end up using these 
resources to pay for interest on loans and 
other costs that come with a late or no  
pay customer.
Missing in this conversation is the fate of 
those individuals with autism, cerebral 
palsy, Down Syndrome and other 
intellectual, physical and developmental 
disabilities who rely upon important 
support services so that they may live 
and work as independently as possible.  
When an organization goes bankrupt and 
either closes or has their license revoked, 
state human services and their local case 
management counselors work feverishly 
to find suitable residential replacements.  
In this turmoil, it is difficult to obtain 
adequate individual and family input on 

who one might want to live with and where  
to live. 
These unfortunate circumstances are a 
direct result of the state’s actions.  When you 
give lowball contracts to undercapitalized 
providers and delay payments by four months 
and longer, it should not be a surprise that 
hundreds, perhaps thousands of work 
hours and dollars, have to be spent to fix 
the calamities that ensue.    The programs 
provided by Avenues and other human service 
organizations support the needs of thousands 
of persons with disabilities throughout Illinois.  
We help to improve everyone’s quality-of-
life and prevent institutional and other more 
expensive methods of addressing their 
individual needs. 
Supporters of Avenues are asked to contact the 
Governor, Legislative Leadership and your local 
State Senator and Representative and tell them 
to do what is needed to pay its bills.  Costs of 
needed services must be fully covered and paid 
for in a timely manner.  
It’s okay for Illinois to be number one in 
football.  Not so for delays in payments 
to human service organizations.    With 
your help, our state can do so much 
more for the people of Avenues and 
others who need our help.

Generous  
Foundation Support
Avenues is thankful for the following grants:

For general program support:
• The Louis and Harold Price Foundation

For nursing support:
• Fred J. Brunner Foundation 

For the Job Placement Program:
• Edmond and Alice Opler Foundation
• Henrietta Lange Burk Fund

Please visit Avenues’ website and facebook 
page for more updates and to view more 
pictures from our events!



a.  Nipa Desai, Bijal Shah, and Matt Olson, under the guidance of Vocational Specialist Tad Kassa 
(standing),  assemble some of the eight items that went in each stocking.

b.  Efren Miranda, one of our top producers at the work center, keeps busy stuffing some of the 48,000 
stockings for Maurice Sporting Goods.
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Big Business Benefits Work Center 
Summer had barely ended, but the work center was already decked for the holidays with a 
load of 48,000 red stockings to fill.  Thanks to a special contract job from Maurice Sporting 
Goods, our workers stuffed the stockings with an assortment of eight fishing tackles and 
items designed to “lure” fishermen.   That’s a total of 384,000 items!  According to Whitney 
Camp, vocational program manager, “Our workers really enjoyed the opportunity to try 
something different.  This job required that they learn a new way to do a job and they 
were responsible for stapling fishing lures back to back to hide the UPC code.  It was great 
watching them learn how to perform the job and master it.”
The holiday stocking project took about five weeks to complete, and they will be sold this 
holiday season exclusively at Menards.  

16,000 Gatorade Bottles “Energize” Work Center
In three short days, postcards for a marketing promotion were inserted in more than 
16,000 Gatorade bottles.  Ron Reeves, vice-president of business contracts, said “The 
project involved all of the work units, so every client worked on some aspect of this job.” 

Avenues’  
Transporters–   
Machines on a Mission
For many of us, getting to work every 
day is fairly easy, seemingly done on 
auto-pilot mode. But for the more 
than 150 Avenues’ employees that 
come to the work center every day, 
it’s a lot more involved. 
 Every morning around 8 am, the 
work center is bustling with the 
cacophony of vans, Pace buses, 
school buses and automobiles 
that bring our workers to the 
center.  Avenues uses three of our 
own vans, plus five Pace buses are 
operated by staff specially trained by 
Avenues. Ralph Johnson, residential 
director and coordinator of the 
transportation program, is thankful 
that,  “Our drivers have been with 
Avenues a long time and have a 
great rapport with the clients. If not 
for our drivers, our vans and the Pace 
program, a lot of clients would be 
sitting at home instead of working.”
The workers are picked up between 
6:30 and 7 am, and travel from 5 to 
20 miles each way to the work center 
in Wheeling. Our workers come from 
Chicago and suburbs alike, and some 
navigate public transportation on 
their own. Recycling Avenue worker 
Matt Palmore leaves his home in 
Evanston two days a week at 6 am, 
and takes two Metra trains to get to 
Wheeling by 10 am. According to 
volunteer Silvia Campone, “Matt is 
always ready to work and has never 
been late.” 
At Avenues, we are thankful not only 
for our drivers and vehicles, but also 
for the exceptional commitment and 
dedication shown by our workers. 
What a great ride! 

a. b.

c. d.

c.  Gary Zimmer, Steve Foelschow, and Michelle Hoffman insert post cards in Gatorade bottles. 

d. Paul Joseph displays the NTN bearings he is packaging, a favorite job for many of our workers. While 
the majority of the workers were stuffing the stockings, 25% were working on bearings simultaneously.  In 
addition to being a popular customer, NTN is also one of our oldest vendors with a relationship that spans 
nearly three decades. 



a.  Participants Lori Guthrie and Denise Hacke were honored to showcase their artwork.

b.   Spotlight on Wine sponsor Michelle Cucchiaro was the lucky silent auction winner of 
the artwork painted by Bob Olson.  

c.  Chicago Partnership Board Member Karen Clarke (pictured left) joins fellow employees 
of PepsiCo Chicago, who volunteer their time and talents (and Pepsi products of 
course!) to Avenues throughout the year.

d.  Partnership Board Member Elke Quade donated (and baked) the delicious 
“cupcaqes” created with her muffin meal. ™

e.  Chicago Partnership Board Members Laura and Glen Amundsen show Jim 
Kearns how proud they are of him and his artwork.

f. Guests Jean and John Simms learn about the wine selection they’re sampling.

g.  The Chicago Partnership Board presented the 7th Annual Spotlight on Wine. 
Members (from left) are: C. Sasser, K. Clarke, E. Ham,  J. Allcox, A. Zanzi, T. 
Nemeth, B. Stewart, L. & G. Amundsen, Chair J. Wise Silverman, N. Faulkner,  
J. Mitchell, and E. Quade. (Not pictured but present, D. Fasano)
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Although the seventh annual Spotlight on Wine took place at Primitive, a 
Chicago gallery filled with artifacts, the goal of the event was anything 
but antiquated.  The focus of this year’s event was to raise funds for a new 
computer and activity center at Avenues’ work center in Wheeling, IL.    
Thanks to the efforts of the Chicago Partnership Board; our presenting 
sponsor, the Anna C. Gamble Foundation;  each of our generous supporting 
sponsors, and 150 guests, more than $22,000 was raised for this very 
important initiative.  
Jolene Wise Silverman, chair of the Chicago Partnership Board said, “The 
computer center will provide the 150 participants at our work center with 
ways to develop job and life enrichment skills – helping them live a life with 
dignity and choice.”

Spotlight on Wine  
Goes Primitive to Get Hi Tech

Paintings by Avenues Artists Showcased 
in Silent Auction
Avenues art program has always been very popular with 
the participants, but it’s also become a wonderful creative 
way for the artists to express their talents, as illustrated 
by the six oil paintings featured in a special silent auction.  
The six artists – Denise Hacke, Lori Guthrie, Jim Kearns, 
Fred Littell, Tim Meyer and Bob Olson – were very pleased 
to donate their paintings, knowing the proceeds (nearly 
$750) would go directly to the art program.  The paintings 
depicted their interpretations of famous impressionist 
masterpieces and photographs of Chicago landmarks.  
More than 35 Avenues’ artists have taken the art program, 
which are taught by Avenues staff members Elaina Sramek 
and Aubrey Flaherty, who volunteer their time.

a.

e.

b.

d.

f.

c.

g.
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Stepping Out at the 4th Annual Walk-n-Roll 

Recycling Avenue, a program 
of Avenues to Independence, 
held its 4th Annual Walk 
n-Roll at Lake Arlington on 
September 17.  Fifty supporters 
walked (or rolled) the two 
mile trek around the lake and 
helped raise more than $3,000.  

Recycling Avenue participants 
(front row) Chris Sawka, Ted 

Gram-Boarini, PJ Flaherty, Greg 
Campone, and Matt Palmore 

(standing on right) are joined by 
board members and friends of 

Avenues.

Reserve the 11th of February  
and March to attend these  

Two Great Galas!
Sponsorships and silent auction  

donations needed! 
Please contact Ann Marie Ehrlich at  

847-292-0870 X 108 for more information. 

Avenues to Independence thanks HopeFest 2011 and Community
Avenues would like to 
thank all the volunteers 
and community 
members who helped 
support at HopeFest 
2011, on September 
11, 2011.  Avenues to 
Independence was very 
proud to be part of 
HopeFest 2011, which 
remembered the 10th 
anniversary of the 
World Trade Center/
Pentagon attacks with a 
day of HOPE-affirming 
volunteer action across 
the community.
Through their efforts, 
our Recycling Avenue 
program received two 
skids full of donated 
small electronics.  Thanks 

also to the 20 volunteers who helped spruce the 
landscaping and gardens of Avenues’ two apartment 
buildings in Park Ridge - Sasser Family House and Herbst 
Family House.

It is very fitting that 
in 1953, Avenues to 
Independence began 
programs for children 
with developmental 
disabilities in the 
basement of  the First 
United Methodist 
Church of Park Ridge, 
one of the major 
sponsors of HopeFest. 

Volunteers take a break from the landscaping clean up activities and 
pose with some of the Sasser and Herbst Family House residents.  

State Representative Elaine 
Nekritz (D) 57th District, and 
Suburban Partnership Board 

Member Sue Hopkins volunteer  
to take in small recyclable 

electronic items. 

Avenues Board Member  
and HopeFest Team Leader  

Al Bartel helps at the 
information booth.



f.   Nadine Henich throws 
out a great frisbee toss, 
just one of the many 
games played by our 
participants at the PET 
(Participants Event 
Team) barbeque.  

g.  Mary Feight, Kathy 
Drommerhausen, and 
Connie Koshaba are 
three of the 60 residents 
who enjoyed the PET 
barbecue thanks to 
the social services 
staff members who 
volunteered their  time 
and cooking skills, and 
to donor Ron Purifoy of 
Johnson Bryce.

h.  Jennifer Ross and Ellen Moore are bewitching at the work center Halloween party.

i.   Charlie Brown (aka Stephanie Kegermann) poses with Cindy Wroblewski and David Goldblatt at the 
Halloween party for our residents.
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Avenues scores with “Comet Soars” b.

a.

c.

Great Things Happen at Avenues!
Mark Meyer Memorial Garden Dedicated at Cambridge House 
More than 55 volunteers from Discover Financial Services in Riverwoods, IL, gave the 
landscaping and interior of Cambridge House a makeover on August 31, in memory of 
co-worker Mark Meyer, whose brother Tim is one of the first residents of Avenues.

a. b.

g.

i.

Volunteers Make the Good Times Roll

c.

a.  (seated on left) Cambridge House resident Tim Meyer, (brother of Mark), and other family members 
dedicate the Mark Meyer Memorial Garden at our Cambridge House in Des Plaines, IL.

b.  To commemorate Mark, Avenues was also presented with a $15,000 donation from his Discover co-workers.

c. Volunteer 
Kathy Siewert 
demonstrates 
a dance step to 
Dee Dee Dziedzic 
and the other 
participants 
who come once 
a month to 
her “Tuesday 
Night Friends” classes. Kathy, along with fellow 
volunteer Lynne Marie Hjelmberg, started the social 
gatherings nearly 20 years ago! 

d.  Mary Grace Powell and Lenore Sierzega are among 
the two dozen residents who participate in the 
monthly Bingo Night at Sasser Family House.

e. Every month volunteer Linda Hill sponsors a Bingo 
Night for our participants, complete with prizes and 
popcorn.  Linda has hosted the popular event for 
more than three years.   

Picnics and Parties

Friends and supporters of Avenues enjoyed an old fashioned ice 
cream social on September 25 at Capannari’s Ice Cream in Mount 
Prospect.  What sweeter way to spend a Sunday afternoon than enjoy 
great ice cream and support Avenues!  Thanks to Lisa Dideriksen 
(creator of the “Comet Soars” ice cream flavor), Jolene Wise Silverman, 
and the Capannari family for making this a fun event.  
a.  Board members Bob Healy and Peg O’Herron enjoy their ice cream 

while talking to Capannari’s Katie Dolan-Dix.
b.  Volunteers Jolene Wise Silverman helps Lisa Didericksen behind  

the counter at Capannari’s.
c.  Participant Stephanie Kegermann gets ready to taste “Comet Soars.”

h.

f.

e.

d.



Kevin Brazeau – 
Multi-Tasking Talent at Work Center
Every Thursday at the work center Kevin Brazeau works 
as receptionist in the front office; answering the phone, 
greeting visitors and checking for incoming messages 
on the computer.  But every day during lunchtime and 
breaks, he also runs the store for the workers - doling out 
refreshments, collecting money, giving change and keeping 
track of the store inventory. Additionally, when Kevin works 
on packaging and assembly jobs at the work center,  “He 
has a very good eye for detail,” according to his supervisor, 
Vocational Specialist Debbie Day.  “He often works 
independently, and can do a lot of different jobs.”

Kevin has been active at the work center since 1989, and 
lives with his brother and mother in Mount Prospect.  With his earnings, he likes 
to pay for his personal things himself, “I don’t think it’s fair if my mom pays for 
something but I use it.”  Kevin displays that same sense of responsibility at the 
work center; often sharing articles from PC World Magazine that he feels will 
assist the staff. He also runs the virus scans on the office computers.
Kevin relaxes by watching television dramas and action movies, helping  
around the house, and not surprisingly, by thinking of more ways to help at  
the work center. 

515 Busse Highway
Park Ridge IL, 60068
www.avenuestoindependence.org

We are proud that more than 86%  
of all donations directly fund our 
vital programs.
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AveNews is published three times a year for the 
friends of Avenues, courtesy of the Bill and  
Vivien Gorman endowment. 
Avenues to Independence 
515 Busse Highway 
Park Ridge, IL. 60068; (847) 292-0870.  
www. avenuestoindependence.org  
Circulation 4,500. 
Chair of the Board  Jacki Kimel 
Executive Director  Robert Okazaki 
Editor  Laura Miles Lockwood  
Photographers Laura Miles Lockwood
 John J. Beusse 
 Ryan Reeves 
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Avenues to Independence is dedicated to  
putting aside old ideas about what is possible.
We work in partnership with the community to support 
and encourage people with disabilities to lead the lives 
they choose.  Our success will eventually be measured by 
how little we are needed.
Avenues to Independence is a non-profit organization 
providing services for adults with intellectual, physical, 
and developmental disabilities.  All services and 
employment are provided on an equal opportunity 
basis. Avenues is accredited by CARF 
(Commission on Accreditation of 
Rehabilitation Facilities).
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